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WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE FOR FICTION

An epic novel and a thrilling literary discovery, The Orphan Master’s Son follows a young man’s journey
through the icy waters, dark tunnels, and eerie spy chambers of the world’s most mysterious dictatorship,
North Korea.

NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD FINALIST • DAYTON LITERARY PEACE
PRIZE WINNER • LONGLISTED FOR THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION’S ANDREW
CARNEGIE MEDAL • WINNER OF THE CALIFORNIA BOOK AWARD FOR FICTION • NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
The New Yorker • The Washington Post • Stephen King, Entertainment Weekly • The Wall Street Journal •
Los Angeles Times • San Francisco Chronicle • Financial Times • Newsweek/The Daily Beast • The Plain
Dealer • St. Louis Post-Dispatch • Milwaukee Journal Sentinel • Scott Turow, The Millions • Slate • Salon •
BookPage • Shelf Awareness
 
“The single best work of fiction published [this year] . . . The book’s cunning, flair and pathos are
testaments to the still-formidable power of the written word.”—The Wall Street Journal

Pak Jun Do is the haunted son of a lost mother—a singer “stolen” to Pyongyang—and an influential father
who runs Long Tomorrows, a work camp for orphans. There the boy is given his first taste of power, picking
which orphans eat first and which will be lent out for manual labor. Recognized for his loyalty and keen
instincts, Jun Do comes to the attention of superiors in the state, rises in the ranks, and starts on a road from
which there will be no return.

Considering himself “a humble citizen of the greatest nation in the world,” Jun Do becomes a professional
kidnapper who must navigate the shifting rules, arbitrary violence, and baffling demands of his Korean
overlords in order to stay alive. Driven to the absolute limit of what any human being could endure, he
boldly takes on the treacherous role of rival to Kim Jong Il in an attempt to save the woman he loves, Sun
Moon, a legendary actress “so pure, she didn’t know what starving people looked like.”

Part breathless thriller, part story of innocence lost, part story of romantic love, The Orphan Master’s Son is
also a riveting portrait of a world heretofore hidden from view: a North Korea rife with hunger, corruption,
and casual cruelty but also camaraderie, stolen moments of beauty, and love. A towering literary
achievement, The Orphan Master’s Son ushers Adam Johnson into the small group of today’s greatest
writers.

Praise for The Orphan Master’s Son

“An exquisitely crafted novel that carries the reader on an adventuresome journey into the depths of
totalitarian North Korea and into the most intimate spaces of the human heart.”—Pulitzer Prize citation



“Mr. Johnson has written a daring and remarkable novel, a novel that not only opens a frightening window
on the mysterious kingdom of North Korea, but one that also excavates the very meaning of love and
sacrifice.”—Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times
 
“Rich with a sense of discovery . . . The Orphan Master’s Son has an early lead on novel of [the
year].”—The Daily Beast
 
“This is a novel worth getting excited about.”—The Washington Post
 
“[A] ripping piece of fiction that is also an astute commentary on the nature of freedom, sacrifice, and
glory.”—Elle
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Walker:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
The Orphan Master's Son: A Novel (Pulitzer Prize - Fiction).

John Lien:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Orphan Master's Son: A
Novel (Pulitzer Prize - Fiction) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

William Watts:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide The Orphan Master's Son: A Novel (Pulitzer Prize - Fiction) was filled in
relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people
has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you
just wanted.

Elsie Hawkins:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but novel and The Orphan Master's Son: A Novel (Pulitzer
Prize - Fiction) as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great
a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any
other book likes The Orphan Master's Son: A Novel (Pulitzer Prize - Fiction) to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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