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Who, exactly, were the French bourgeoisie? Unlike the Anglo-Americans, who widely embraced middle-
class ideals and values, the French--even the most affluent and conservative--have always rejected and
maligned bourgeois values and identity.

In this new approach to the old question of the bourgeoisie, Sarah Maza focuses on the crucial period before,
during, and after the French Revolution, and offers a provocative answer: the French bourgeoisie has never
existed. Despite the large numbers of respectable middling town-dwellers, no group identified themselves as
bourgeois. Drawing on political and economic theory and history, personal and polemical writings, and
works of fiction, Maza argues that the bourgeoisie was never the social norm. In fact, it functioned as a
critical counter-norm, an imagined and threatening embodiment of materialism, self-interest, commercialism,
and mass culture, which defined all that the French rejected.

A challenge to conventional wisdom about modern French history, this book poses broader questions about
the role of anti-bourgeois sentiment in French culture, by suggesting parallels between the figures of the
bourgeois, the Jew, and the American in the French social imaginary. It is a brilliant and timely foray into
our beliefs and fantasies about the social world and our definition of a social class.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa McCann:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Myth of the French Bourgeoisie: An Essay on the Social Imaginary, 1750-1850, you could tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a reserve.

Mark Gallegos:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Myth of the French
Bourgeoisie: An Essay on the Social Imaginary, 1750-1850 reserve written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger
then you still question The Myth of the French Bourgeoisie: An Essay on the Social Imaginary, 1750-1850
as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't
ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on
your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Macie Austin:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Myth of the French
Bourgeoisie: An Essay on the Social Imaginary, 1750-1850 which is finding the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's find.

Cynthia Haynes:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Myth of the French Bourgeoisie: An
Essay on the Social Imaginary, 1750-1850 can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these textbooks have than the others?
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