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A fascinating document of an extraordinary life, Memoirs of A Breton Peasant reads with the liveliness of a
novel and bristles with the vigor of an opinionated autodidact from the very lowest level of peasant society.
Brittany during the nineteenth century was a place seemingly frozen in the Middle Ages, backwards by most
French standards; formal education among rural society was either unavailable or dismissed as unnecessary,
while the church and local myth defined most people's reasoning and motivation. Jean-Marie Déguignet is
unique not only as a literate Breton peasant, but in his skepticism for the church, his interest in science,
astronomy and languages, and for his keen—often caustic—observations of the world and people around
him.

Born into rural poverty in 1834, Déguignet escapes Brittany by joining the French Army in 1854, and over
the next fourteen years he fights in the Crimean war, attends Napoleon III’s coronation ceremonies, supports
Italy’s liberation struggle, and defends the hapless French puppet emperor Maximilian in Mexico. He teaches
himself Latin, French, Italian and Spanish and reads extensively on history, philosophy, politics, and
literature. He returns home to live as a farmer and tobacco-seller, eventually falling back into dire poverty.
Throughout the tale, Deguignet’s freethinking, almost anarchic views put him ahead of his time and often
(sadly, for him) out of step with his contemporaries.

Déguignet’s voluminous journals (nearly 4,000 pages in total) were discovered in a farmhouse in Brittany a
century after they were written. This narrative was drawn from them and became a surprise bestseller when
published in France in 1998.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Armando Ceballos:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Memoirs of a Breton Peasant book is readable through you who hate
the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Memoirs of a
Breton Peasant content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking
Memoirs of a Breton Peasant is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

John Bledsoe:

The particular book Memoirs of a Breton Peasant will bring one to the new experience of reading any book.
The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book
very appropriate to you. The book Memoirs of a Breton Peasant is much recommended to you to read. You
can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Miguel Lynch:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This Memoirs of a Breton Peasant can give you a lot of good
friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Memoirs of a Breton Peasant.

Pedro Lewis:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the Memoirs of a Breton Peasant when you required it?
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