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In a book full of playful irony and striking insights, the controversial social philosopher Gilles Lipovetsky
draws on the history of fashion to demonstrate that the modern cult of appearance and superficiality actually
serves the common good. Focusing on clothing, bodily deportment, sex roles, sexual practices, and political
rhetoric as forms of "fashion," Lipovetsky bounds across two thousand years of history, showing how the
evolution of fashion from an upper-class privilege into a vehicle of popular expression closely follows the
rise of democratic values. Whereas Tocqueville feared that mass culture would create passive citizens
incapable of political reasoning, Lipovetsky argues that today's mass-produced fashion offers many choices,
which in turn enable consumers to become complex individuals within a consolidated, democratically
educated society.

Superficiality fosters tolerance among different groups within a society, claims Lipovetsky. To analyze
fashion's role in smoothing over social conflict, he abandons class analysis in favor of an inquiry into the
symbolism of everyday life and the creation of ephemeral desire. Lipovetsky examines the malaise
experienced by people who, because they can fulfill so many desires, lose their sense of identity. His
conclusions raise disturbing questions about personal joy and anguish in modern democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Karl Schueller:

The book The Empire of Fashion can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book The Empire of Fashion? Some of
you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Empire of Fashion has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and
read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Kim Marshall:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Empire of Fashion,
it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Linda Bryant:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that
need more time to be learn. The Empire of Fashion can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who
have those short time problems.

Ann Ginsberg:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This e-book The Empire of Fashion was filled with regards to science. Spend your
extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel
when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to
read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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