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Do contemporary big-budget blockbuster films like Gravity move something in us that is fundamentally the
same as what avant-garde and experimental films have done for more than a century? In a powerful
challenge to mainstream film theory, Cinema’s Bodily Illusions demonstrates that this is the case. 

Scott C. Richmond bridges genres and periods by focusing, most palpably, on cinema’s power to evoke
illusions: feeling like you’re flying through space, experiencing 3D without glasses, or even hallucinating.
He argues that cinema is, first and foremost, a technology to modulate perception. He presents a theory of
cinema as a proprioceptive technology: cinema becomes art by modulating viewers’ embodied sense of
space. It works primarily not at the level of the intellect but at the level of the body. Richmond develops his
theory through examples of direct perceptual illusion in cinema: hallucinatory flicker phenomena in Tony
Conrad’s The Flicker, eerie depth effects in Marcel Duchamp’s Anémic Cinéma, the illusion of bodily
movement through onscreen space in Stanley Kubrick’s 2001, Godfrey Reggio’s Koyaanisqatsi, and Alfonso
Cuarón’s Gravity. In doing so he combines insights from Maurice Merleau-Ponty’s phenomenology of
perception and James J. Gibson’s ecological approach to perception. The result is his distinctive ecological
phenomenology, which allows us to refocus on the cinema’s perceptual, rather than representational, power.

Arguing against modernist habits of mind in film theory and aesthetics, and the attendant proclamations of
cinema’s death or irrelevance, Richmond demonstrates that cinema’s proprioceptive aesthetics make it an
urgent site of contemporary inquiry. 
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From reader reviews:

Natalie White:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Cinema's Bodily Illusions: Flying, Floating, and Hallucinating book is readable
by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding
Cinema's Bodily Illusions: Flying, Floating, and Hallucinating content conveys prospect easily to understand
by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you
still thinking Cinema's Bodily Illusions: Flying, Floating, and Hallucinating is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Tyrone Knudson:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take Cinema's Bodily Illusions: Flying, Floating, and Hallucinating as your
daily resource information.

Alma Miranda:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a guide. The book Cinema's Bodily Illusions: Flying, Floating, and Hallucinating it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading
this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high
quality.

Joshua Smith:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Cinema's Bodily Illusions: Flying,
Floating, and Hallucinating can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these books have than the others?
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