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In 1810, a Scottish student named Jane Cumming accused her school mistresses, Jane Pirie and Marianne
Woods, of having an affair in the presence of their students. Dame Helen Cumming Gordon, the wealthy and
powerful grandmother of the accusing student, advised her friends to remove their daughters from the
Drumsheugh boarding school. Within days, the institution was deserted and the two women were deprived of
their livelihoods.

Award-winning author Lillian Faderman recreates the events surrounding this notorious case, which became
the basis for Lillian Hellman's famous play, The Children's Hour. Reconstructing the libel suit filed by Pirie
and Woods?which resulted in a scotch verdict, or a verdict of inconclusive/not proven?Faderman builds a
compelling narrative from court transcripts, judges' notes, witnesses' contradictory testimony, and the
prejudices of the men presiding over the case. Her fascinating portrait documents the social, economic, and
sexual pressures shaping the lives of nineteenth-century women and the issues of class and gender
contributing to their marginalization.
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From reader reviews:

Allan Carle:

The book Scotch Verdict: The Real-Life Story That Inspired "The Children's Hour" make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking
at a book Scotch Verdict: The Real-Life Story That Inspired "The Children's Hour" to be your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like available and read a guide Scotch Verdict: The Real-Life Story That
Inspired "The Children's Hour". Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Donna Macdonald:

Typically the book Scotch Verdict: The Real-Life Story That Inspired "The Children's Hour" has a lot details
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Natalie White:

This Scotch Verdict: The Real-Life Story That Inspired "The Children's Hour" is great reserve for you
because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can claim
no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean
it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Scotch Verdict: The Real-Life Story That Inspired "The Children's Hour" in your hand
like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Frank Botelho:

This Scotch Verdict: The Real-Life Story That Inspired "The Children's Hour" is new way for you who has
attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Scotch
Verdict: The Real-Life Story That Inspired "The Children's Hour" can be the light food for yourself because
the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it!



Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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