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The study of rationality and practical reason, or rationality in action, has been central to Western intellectual
culture. In this invigorating book, John Searle lays out six claims of what he calls the Classical Model of
rationality and shows why they are false. He then presents an alternative theory of the role of rationality in
thought and action.

A central point of Searle's theory is that only irrational actions are directly caused by beliefs and desires—for
example, the actions of a person in the grip of an obsession or addiction. In most cases of rational action,
there is a gap between the motivating desire and the actual decision making. The traditional name for this
gap is "freedom of the will." According to Searle, all rational activity presupposes free will. For rationality is
possible only where one has a choice among various rational as well as irrational options.

Unlike many philosophical tracts, Rationality in Action invites the reader to apply the author's ideas to
everyday life. Searle shows, for example, that contrary to the traditional philosophical view, weakness of will
is very common. He also points out the absurdity of the claim that rational decision making always starts
from a consistent set of desires. Rational decision making, he argues, is often about choosing between
conflicting reasons for action. In fact, humans are distinguished by their ability to be rationally motivated by
desire-independent reasons for action. Extending his theory of rationality to the self, Searle shows how
rational deliberation presupposes an irreducible notion of the self. He also reveals the idea of free will to be
essentially a thesis of how the brain works.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Smith:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be learn.
Rationality in Action (Jean Nicod Lectures) can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who
have those short spare time problems.

Martin McDaniel:

Beside this kind of Rationality in Action (Jean Nicod Lectures) in your phone, it may give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to
have Rationality in Action (Jean Nicod Lectures) because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and
also read it from currently!

Alan Malbrough:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Rationality in Action (Jean Nicod Lectures) was
multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Rationality in Action (Jean Nicod
Lectures) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like
reading in which.

Jason Savage:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of
book Rationality in Action (Jean Nicod Lectures). You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you
must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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