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A finalist for the Sheridan Morley Prize that has been called "probably the best Olivier book for general
readers" (Kirkus Reviews), Philip Ziegler's Olivier provides an incredibly accessible and comprehensive
portrait of this Hollywood superstar, Oscar-winning director, and one who is considered the greatest stage
actor of the twentieth century. The era abounded in great actors--Gielgud, Richardson, Guinness, Burton,
O'Toole--but none could challenge Laurence Olivier's range and power. By the 1940s he had achieved
international stardom. His affair with Vivien Leigh led to a marriage as glamorous and as tragic as any in
Hollywood history. He was as accomplished a director as he was a leading man: his three Shakespearian
adaptations are among the most memorable ever filmed.

And yet, at the height of his fame, he accepted what was no more than an administrator's wage to become the
founding Director of the National Theatre. In 2013 the theatre celebrates its fiftieth anniversary; without
Olivier's leadership it would never have achieved the status that it enjoys today. Off-stage, Olivier was the
most extravagant of characters: generous, yet almost insanely jealous of those few contemporaries whom he
deemed to be his rivals; charming but with a ferocious temper. With access to more than fifty hours of
candid, unpublished interviews, Ziegler ensures that Olivier's true character--at its most undisguised--shines
through as never before.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Armstrong:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Olivier will make you to become smarter. You can
feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading
any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking
best book or suitable book with you?

Ida Torres:

The book untitled Olivier is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the
guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Olivier from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Buddy Stewart:

Typically the book Olivier has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write
this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Ethel Swafford:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Olivier can make you experience more interested to read.
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