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How did the tall, lanky Don Quixote and the short, stout Sancho Panza become staple figures of Western
iconography, so well known that their silhouettes are easily recognizable in Picasso's famous work? How did
the novel Don Quixote, a parody of the romances of knight errantry, become a paean to the long-suffering,
impotent nobility of its deluded protagonist? According to Rachel Schmidt, the answers to both questions are
to be found in the way in which the novel's characters and episodes were depicted in early illustrated
editions. In Critical Images Schmidt argues that these visual images presented critical interpretations that
both formed and represented the novel's historical reception. Schmidt analyses both Spanish and English
illustrations, including those by William Hogarth, John Vanderbank, Francis Hayman, José del Castillo, and
Francisco de Goya y Lucientes, and explores several of the iconographic traditions present in the
illustrations: the burlesque, which focuses on the work's slapstick humour; the satirical, which emphasizes
Cervantes's supposed didactic, Enlightenment message; and the sentimental, which highlights Don Quixote's
purity of heart and purpose. Schmidt demonstrates that the illustrations offset the neoclassical criticism
contained in the same volumes and reveals an intriguing variety of historical readings, highlighting the
debates, controversies, and conflicts of interests surrounding interpretations of Don Quixote. Dealing with
such topical issues as canon formation, visual semiotics, and the impact of visual media on public opinion,
Critical Images will be of great value not only to literary scholars and literary historians but also to art
historians and those engaged in cultural and media studies.
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From reader reviews:

Esmeralda Rossman:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Critical Images: The Canonization of Don Quixote through
Illustrated Editions of the Eighteenth Century.

James Lightle:

The feeling that you get from Critical Images: The Canonization of Don Quixote through Illustrated Editions
of the Eighteenth Century will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more
you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Critical Images: The
Canonization of Don Quixote through Illustrated Editions of the Eighteenth Century giving you buzz feeling
of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who
read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having that Critical Images: The Canonization of Don Quixote through
Illustrated Editions of the Eighteenth Century instantly.

David Miller:

The particular book Critical Images: The Canonization of Don Quixote through Illustrated Editions of the
Eighteenth Century will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The
book Critical Images: The Canonization of Don Quixote through Illustrated Editions of the Eighteenth
Century is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you
can more easily to read the book.

Patricia Phipps:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
From the book Critical Images: The Canonization of Don Quixote through Illustrated Editions of the
Eighteenth Century we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative
person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being
doubt to change your life at this time book Critical Images: The Canonization of Don Quixote through



Illustrated Editions of the Eighteenth Century. You can more desirable than now.
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