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In the decades after the United States formally declared its independence in 1776, Americans struggled to
gain recognition of their new republic and their rights as citizens. None had to fight harder than the nation’s
seamen, whose labor took them far from home and deep into the Atlantic world. Citizen Sailors tells the
story of how their efforts to become American at sea in the midst of war and revolution created the first
national, racially inclusive model of United States citizenship.

Nathan Perl-Rosenthal immerses us in sailors’ pursuit of safe passage through the ocean world during the
turbulent age of revolution. Challenged by British press-gangs and French privateersmen, who considered
them Britons and rejected their citizenship claims, American seamen demanded that the U.S. government
take action to protect them. In response, federal leaders created a system of national identification documents
for sailors and issued them to tens of thousands of mariners of all races?nearly a century before such
credentials came into wider use.

Citizenship for American sailors was strikingly ahead of its time: it marked the federal government’s most
extensive foray into defining the boundaries of national belonging until the Civil War era, and the
government’s most explicit recognition of black Americans’ equal membership as well. This remarkable
system succeeded in safeguarding seafarers, but it fell victim to rising racism and nativism after 1815. Not
until the twentieth century would the United States again embrace such an inclusive vision of American
nationhood.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Arellano:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Citizen Sailors: Becoming American in the Age of Revolution. Try to
the actual book Citizen Sailors: Becoming American in the Age of Revolution as your pal. It means that it
can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Robert Ford:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Citizen Sailors: Becoming American in the Age of
Revolution can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Jose Scott:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Citizen Sailors: Becoming American
in the Age of Revolution publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
question Citizen Sailors: Becoming American in the Age of Revolution as good book not simply by the
cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Patricia Miller:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top listing in your reading list is usually Citizen Sailors: Becoming American in the Age of Revolution. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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