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A vivid portrait of the man credited as a driving force behind the most successful of the Confederate
raiders, the legendary C.S.S. Alabama.

John McIntosh Kell was an experienced, proven military man, a graduate of Annapolis, a veteran of the
Mexican War and of Admiral Perry’s voyage to Japan. As a Confederate officer, Kell served first on the
raider Sumter and then on the Alabama. At sea for only 22 months, the Alabama engaged nearly 300
northern merchant vessels, burning 55 of these transport ships along with their million-dollar cargoes.

Though First Lieutenant ("Luff") Kell was apparently content to let his captain, Raphael Semmes, take credit
for their accomplishments, Semmes acknowledged that his successes were due largely to the energy and
resourcefulness of his second in command. Life on the commerce cruisers was hard and tedious, and much of
the responsibility for running the day-to-day operations, including the disciplining of a largely mercenary
crew, rested on Kell, whose sense of duty and loyalty did not waver.

Norman C. Delaney bases his account of this remarkable naval officer’s experiences on the interviews Kell
granted to news reporters during the 1880s and 1890s (previously neglected by historians) and his memoirs,
published in 1900 as Recollections of a Naval Life. He supplements these materials with records from Kell’s
earlier years, including letters, journals, diaries, and contemporary observations. First published in 1973 by
The University of Alabama Press, this new edition of an award-winning biography will be welcomed by
Civil War historians and enthusiasts around the world, naval institutions and museums, and general readers
alike.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Brinkman:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve John McIntosh Kell of the Raider
"Alabama" will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
every thing. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Lula Barnes:

This book untitled John McIntosh Kell of the Raider "Alabama" to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Joe Lowe:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this John McIntosh Kell of the Raider "Alabama", it is possible to tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Sylvia Medina:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book John McIntosh Kell of the Raider "Alabama"
to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading.
Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and reading
through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the
book John McIntosh Kell of the Raider "Alabama" can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse
with the information must you're doing of their time.
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