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This ethnographic study looks at teenagers trapped in poverty?how some succeed in the struggle to get out
and others finally give up trying. It is an outgrowth of interviews with some 900 teens in New York City,
Cleveland, Louisville, and Meridian, Mississippi. The neighborhoods where they live are socially and
racially diverse. Among them are white areas slding into poverty as traditional blue-collar jobs in
smokestack industries fade away, and black and Hispanic neighborhoods where chronic unemployment has
long been the prevailing tradition and fact of life.

Based on the teenagers' own accounts, the book describes their experiences with working and seeking work,
achievements in school and athletics, family life, and the positive influences of their peers and adult mentors.
It also details the negative choices that tend to make poverty a life sentence: prostitution and street hustles,
pregnancy and early parenthood, gang membership and criminal outlets, drugs and withdrawal into despair.

Still, hope is an unquenchable attribute of youth, and it bubbles up in this book as the authors show how
much these teenagers seek to do for themselves in exercising their limited options.
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From reader reviews:

Hester Crutchfield:

The book Growing up Poor can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly
why must we leave a very important thing like a book Growing up Poor? Several of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right
now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Growing up Poor has simple shape however, you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Glen Hoffman:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Growing up Poor, you can enjoy
both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur
its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Willie Isaac:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Growing up Poor can be the response, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Alberta Keyes:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Growing up Poor when you needed it?
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