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This book revisits the theory of the sources of international law from the perspective of formalism. It
critically analyzes the virtues of formalism, construed as a theory of law ascertainment, as a means of
distinguishing between law and non-law. The theory of formalism is re-evaluated against the backdrop of the
growing acceptance by international legal theorists of the blurring of the lines between law and non-law. At
the same time, the book acknowledges that much international normative activity nowadays takes place
outside the ambit of traditional international law and that only a limited part of the exercise of public
authority at the international level results in the creation of international legal rules.

The theory of ascertainment that the book puts forward attempts to dispel some of the illusions of formalism
that accompany the delimitation of customary international law. It also sheds light on the tendency of
scholars, theorists, and advocates to deformalize the identification of international legal rules with a view to
expanding international law. The book seeks to revitalize and refresh the formal identification of rules by
engaging with some tenets of the postmodern critique of formalism. As a result, the book not only grapples
with the practice of law-making at the international level, but it also offers broad theoretical insights on
international law, dealing with the main schools of thought in legal theory (positivism, naturalism, legal
realism, policy-oriented jurisprudence, and postmodernism). The main theory of law ascertainment presented
in this work remains however principally informed by a rejuvenated version of Herbert Hart's social thesis.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Tran:

This Formalism and the Sources of International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of Legal Rules
(Oxford Monographs in International Law) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This specific
Formalism and the Sources of International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of Legal Rules (Oxford
Monographs in International Law) without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Formalism and the Sources of International Law: A Theory
of the Ascertainment of Legal Rules (Oxford Monographs in International Law) can bring when you are and
not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even telephone. This Formalism and the Sources of International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment
of Legal Rules (Oxford Monographs in International Law) having very good arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Contessa Watkins:

Here thing why that Formalism and the Sources of International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of
Legal Rules (Oxford Monographs in International Law) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as
food or not. Formalism and the Sources of International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of Legal Rules
(Oxford Monographs in International Law) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find
any book out there but there is no publication that similar with Formalism and the Sources of International
Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of Legal Rules (Oxford Monographs in International Law). It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the
world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation
area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published
book maybe the form of Formalism and the Sources of International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of
Legal Rules (Oxford Monographs in International Law) in e-book can be your substitute.

Melvin Hayes:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Formalism and the Sources of
International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of Legal Rules (Oxford Monographs in International
Law) book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.



Jack Johnson:

Exactly why? Because this Formalism and the Sources of International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment
of Legal Rules (Oxford Monographs in International Law) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book
beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.
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