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The central character in Susan Naquin's extraordinary new book is the city of Peking during the Ming and
Qing periods. Using the city's temples as her point of entry, Naquin carefully excavates Peking's varied
public arenas, the city's transformation over five centuries, its human engagements, and its rich cultural
imprint.

This study shows how modern Beijing's glittering image as China's great and ancient capital came into being
and reveals the shifting identities of a much more complex past, one whose rich social and cultural history
Naquin splendidly evokes. Temples, by providing a place where diverse groups could gather without the
imprimatur of family or state, made possible a surprising assortment of community-building and identity-
defining activities. By revealing how religious establishments of all kinds were used for fairs, markets,
charity, tourism, politics, and leisured sociability, Naquin shows their decisive impact on Peking and, at the
same time, illuminates their little-appreciated role in Chinese cities generally. Lacking most of the
conventional sources for urban history, she has relied particularly on a trove of commemorative inscriptions
that express ideas about the relationship between human beings and gods, about community service and
public responsibility, about remembering and being remembered. The result is a book that will be essential
reading in the field of Chinese studies for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

William Hoover:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Peking: Temples and
City Life, 1400-1900 which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Geraldine Noll:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Peking: Temples and City Life, 1400-1900 can give you a lot
of good friends because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone
more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book
offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to
be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Peking: Temples and City Life, 1400-1900.

Eleanor Yoo:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.
Every year has been exactly added. This e-book Peking: Temples and City Life, 1400-1900 was filled in
relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people
has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you
wanted.

Stephen Comerford:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Peking: Temples and City Life, 1400-
1900 or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you
feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book
likes Peking: Temples and City Life, 1400-1900 to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.
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