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The economy of the Roman Empire was predominantly agrarian: Roman landowners, agricultural |aborers,
and small tenant farmers were highly dependent upon one another for assuring stability. By examining the
property rights established by the Roman government, in particular the laws concerning land tenure and the
contractual relationships between wealthy landowners and the tenant farmers to whom they leased their land,
Dennis P. Kehoe is able to demonstrate how the state fostered economic devel opment and who benefited the
most. In this bold application of economic theory, Kehoe explores the relationship between Roman private
law and the development of the Roman economy during a crucial period of the Roman Empire, from the
second to the fourth century C.E. Kehoeis able to use the laws concerning land tenure, and the Roman
government's enforcement of those laws, as a window through which to develop a more comprehensive view
of the Roman economy. With itsinnovative application of the methodologies of law and economics and the
New Institutional Economics Law and the Rural Economy in the Roman Empire is a groundbreaking
addition to the study of the Roman economy.

Dennis P. Kehoe is Professor of Classical Studies at Tulane University. He is the author of several books,
including Investment, Profit, and Tenancy: The Jurists and the Roman Agrarian Economy(University of
Michigan Press, 1997).

"Kehoe brings his deep expertise in Roman land tenure systems and his broad knowledge of the

methodol ogies of New Institutional Economics to bear on questions of fundamental importance regarding the
relationship of Roman law and society. Was governmental policy on agriculture designed to benefit large
landowners or small farmers? What impact did it have on the rural economy? The fascinating answers Kehoe
providesin this pathbreaking work should occasion amgjor reassessment of such problems by social and
legal historians."

---Thomas McGinn, Department of Classical Studies at VVanderbilt University, and author of The Economy of
Prostitution in the Roman World: A Study of Social History and the Brothel and Prostitution, Sexuality, and
the Law in Ancient Rome

"A ground-breaking study using the principles of New Institutional Economicsto analyze the impact of legal
policy in balancing the interests of Roman tenant-farmers and landowners in the 2-4 centuries C.E. Kehoe's
book will be essential reading for historians of the Roman Empire, demonstrating how the government
overcame challenges and contradictions as it sought to regulate this enormous sector of the economy."
---Susan D. Martin, Department of Classics, University of Tennessee

"In Law and the Rural Economy, Kehoe brings to life the workings of the ancient economy and the Roman
legal system. By analyzing interactions between the imperial government, landlords, and tenant farmersin
provinces across the Empire, Kehoe opens insights into imperial economic policy. He handles a variety of
challenging sources with mastery and wit, and his knowledge of scholarship is extensive and thorough,
covering ancient history, textual problems in the sources, legal history and, perhaps most impressively, the
modern fields of economic theory and 'law and economics.' Kehoe's innovative and sophisticated
methodology sets his work apart. The book will make an important contribution to our understanding of
access to the law and the effectiveness of the legal system, important topics for scholars of law, ancient and
modern.”

---Cynthia J. Bannon, Department of Classical Studies, Indiana University
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From reader reviews:
Barry Houde:

Baook iswritten, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Law and the Rural Economy in the Roman
Empire will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Sandra Snyder:

The book Law and the Rural Economy in the Roman Empire can give more knowledge and al so the precise
product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Law
and the Rural Economy in the Roman Empire? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But
one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can
share al of these. Book Law and the Rural Economy in the Roman Empire has simple shape neverthel ess,
you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Patricia Spear:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Law and the Rural Economy in the
Roman Empire, it is possible to enjoy both. It isexcellent combination right, you still need to missit? What
kind of hang typeisit? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Danidl Moore:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. Thisbook Law and the Rural Economy in the Roman Empire was filled about science. Spend
your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when
they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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