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She went by many names—Mary Ann Keith, Ann Williams, Lauretta Williams, and more—but history
knows her best as Loreta Janeta Velasquez, a woman who claimed to have posed as a man to fight for the
Confederacy. In Inventing Loreta Velasquez, acclaimed historian William C. Davis delves into the life of one
of America’s early celebrities, peeling back the myths she herself created to reveal a startling and even more
implausible reality.

This groundbreaking biography reveals a woman quite different from the public persona she promoted. In
her bestselling memoir, The Woman in Battle, Velasquez claimed she was an emphatic Confederate patriot,
but in fact she never saw combat. Instead, during the war she manufactured bullets for the Union and
persuaded her Confederate husband to desert the Army.

After the Civil War ended, she wore many masks, masterminding ambitious confidence schemes worth
millions, such as creating a phony mining company, conning North Carolina residents to back her financially
in a fake immigration scheme, and attracting investors to build a railroad across western Mexico. With
various husbands, Velasquez sought her fortune both in the American West and in the Klondike, though her
endeavors cost one husband his life. She also became a social reformer advocating on behalf of better prison
conditions, the Cuban revolt against Spain, and the plight of Cuban refugees. Further, Velasquez was one of
the first women to venture into journalism and presidential politics. Always a sensational press favorite, she
displayed throughout her life an uncanny ability to manipulate popular media and to benefit from her fame in
a way that prefigured celebrities of our own time, including using her testimony in a Congressional inquiry
about Civil War counterfeiting as a means of promoting her latest business ventures.

So little has been known of Velasquez’s real life that some postmodern scholars have glorified her as a
“woman warrior” and used her as an example in cross-gender issues and arguments concerning Hispanic
nationalism. Davis firmly refutes these notions by bringing the historical Velasquez to the surface. The
genuine story of Velasquez’s life is far more interesting than misguided interpretations and her own fanciful
inventions.
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From reader reviews:

Luke Palmieri:

The book Inventing Loreta Velasquez: Confederate Soldier Impersonator, Media Celebrity, and Con Artist
will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Inventing
Loreta Velasquez: Confederate Soldier Impersonator, Media Celebrity, and Con Artist is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Sheila Robinson:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a guide. The book Inventing Loreta Velasquez: Confederate Soldier Impersonator, Media Celebrity,
and Con Artist it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people
were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book provides high quality.

Hilton Rogers:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lot of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is definitely Inventing Loreta Velasquez: Confederate Soldier Impersonator, Media Celebrity, and
Con Artist.

Thomas Crittenden:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book Inventing
Loreta Velasquez: Confederate Soldier Impersonator, Media Celebrity, and Con Artist. You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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