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In this book, the author has three aims: (1) to elaborate an interpretation of Goethe's lyric poetry adequate to
the intricacies of its subject matter; (2) to demonstrate the significance of that poetry to the development of
European Romanticism; (3) to establish a method of inquiry that weaves together the major strands of
theoretical reflection in modern literary studies. Remarkably enough, no study of Goethe's early lyric poetry
has been published in English in the last fifty years. But the reading of this poetry the author presents is not
intended merely to introduce an English readership to a major body of work; rather, the book delineates for
the first time in any language an account of the symbolic network or organizing myth that underlies Goethe's
individual poems. This marks a decisive break with the previous research on Goethe, which has tended to
view his poetry as the expression of occasional experiences. The author shows, on the contrary, that Goethe's
lyric work circles around a core set of problems and figures, that it evinces a systematic coherence until now
unperceived despite an enormous interpretive literature. In the literature on European Romanticism,
consideration of the German contribution has typically been restricted to the theoretical work of the Schlegel
brothers and Novalis, and philosophers such as Schelling and Hegel. The author contends that the ideas they
articulated were first worked through in Goethe's astonishingly bold poetic experimentation. In this sense,
Goethe's lyric can be seen to constitute one of Romanticism's earliest and most significant beginnings. In
addition to its interpretive and historical dimensions, The Specular Moment pursues a methodological aim.
The author has combined the insights of linguistics, semiotics, psychoanalysis, social history, and philosophy
in such a way that they yield a powerful and supple instrument of analysis. Thus, the book offers a fully
developed contribution to the contemporary debate on method, a contribution that argues for
interdisciplinarity, descriptive precision, controlled conjecture, and, above all, respect for literary complexity
and nuance.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Hatfield:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled
The Specular Moment: Goethe's Early Lyric and the Beginnings of Romanticism (Meridian: Crossing
Aesthetics)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different
opinion?

Nellie Davis:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book The Specular Moment: Goethe's Early Lyric and the
Beginnings of Romanticism (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) seemed to be making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve The
Specular Moment: Goethe's Early Lyric and the Beginnings of Romanticism (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics)
is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with all the book The Specular Moment: Goethe's Early Lyric and the Beginnings of
Romanticism (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics). You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

Edna McArdle:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Specular Moment: Goethe's Early Lyric
and the Beginnings of Romanticism (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) as your daily resource information.

Miguel Penix:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By book The
Specular Moment: Goethe's Early Lyric and the Beginnings of Romanticism (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics)
we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must choose



to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change
your life with that book The Specular Moment: Goethe's Early Lyric and the Beginnings of Romanticism
(Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics). You can more desirable than now.
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