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The battle of Belmont was the first battle in the western theater of the Civil War and, more importantly, the
first battle of the war fought by Ulysses S. Grant. It set a pattern for warfare not only in the Mississippi
Valley but at Fort Donelson and Shiloh as well. Grant's 7 November 1861 strike against the Southern forces
at Belmont, in southeastern Missouri on the Mississippi River, made use of the newly outfitted Yankee
timberclads and all the infantry available at the staging area in Cairo, Illinois.

The Confederates, led by Leonidas Polk and Gideon Pillow, had the advantages of position and superior
numbers. They hoped to smash Grant's expeditionary force on the Missouri shore and cut off the escape of
the Illinois and Iowa troops from their boats. The confrontation was a bloody, all-day fight that a veteran of a
dozen major battles would later call "frightful to contemplate." At first successful, the Federals were
eventually driven from the field and withdrew up the Mississippi to safety. The battle cost some twenty
percent of his troops, but as a result of this engagement Grant became known as an audacious fighting
general.

Using diaries and letters of participants, official documents, and contemporary newspaper accounts,
Nathaniel Hughes provides the only full-length tactical study of the battle that catapulted Grant into
prominence. Throughout the narrative, Hughes draws sketches of the lives and fates of individual soldiers
who fought on both sides, especially of the colorful and enormously dissimilar principal actors, Grant and
Polk.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Summers:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this The Battle of
Belmont: Grant Strikes South (Civil War America).

Lidia Mejia:

The particular book The Battle of Belmont: Grant Strikes South (Civil War America) has a lot details on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Arnold Allison:

Exactly why? Because this The Battle of Belmont: Grant Strikes South (Civil War America) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing
book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Josie Garcia:

You will get this The Battle of Belmont: Grant Strikes South (Civil War America) by browse the bookstore
or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy
this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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