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Winner of the Alfred B. Thomas Award and sponsored by the Southeastern Council of Latin American
Studies, Revolutionary Parks tells the surprising story of how forty national parks were created in Mexico
during the latter stages of the first social revolution of the twentieth century. By 1940 Mexico had more
national parks than any other country. Together they protected more than two million acres of land in
fourteen states. Even more remarkable, Lázaro Cárdenas, president of Mexico in the 1930s, began to
promote concepts akin to sustainable development and ecotourism.

Conventional wisdom indicates that tropical and post-colonial countries, especially in the early twentieth
century, have seldom had the ability or the ambition to protect nature on a national scale. It is also unusual
for any country to make conservation a political priority in the middle of major reforms after a revolution.
What emerges in Emily Wakild’s deft inquiry is the story of a nature protection program that takes into
account the history, society, and culture of the times. Wakild employs case studies of four parks to show how
the revolutionary momentum coalesced to create early environmentalism in Mexico.

According to Wakild, Mexico’s national parks were the outgrowth of revolutionary affinities for both
rational science and social justice. Yet, rather than reserves set aside solely for ecology or politics, rural
people continued to inhabit these landscapes and use them for a range of activities, from growing crops to
producing charcoal. Sympathy for rural people tempered the radicalism of scientific conservationists. This
fine balance between recognizing the morally valuable, if not always economically profitable, work of rural
people and designing a revolutionary state that respected ecological limits proved to be a radical episode of
government foresight.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Rasmussen:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Revolutionary Parks:
Conservation, Social Justice, and Mexico’s National Parks, 1910–1940 (Latin American Landscapes)
suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled
Revolutionary Parks: Conservation, Social Justice, and Mexico’s National Parks, 1910–1940 (Latin
American Landscapes)is the main of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring
that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people
can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about
this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Kina Chatman:

The guide with title Revolutionary Parks: Conservation, Social Justice, and Mexico’s National Parks,
1910–1940 (Latin American Landscapes) includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot
of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new information the information that exist in this
guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of
the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book
with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Ellen McNulty:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a book. The book Revolutionary Parks: Conservation, Social Justice, and Mexico’s National
Parks, 1910–1940 (Latin American Landscapes) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Jack Scala:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be go through. Revolutionary Parks: Conservation, Social Justice, and Mexico’s National
Parks, 1910–1940 (Latin American Landscapes) can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who



have those short free time problems.
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