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“Until now, Thomas Dring’s memoir of his incarceration on a British prison ship has been available only in
the heavily edited version first published in 1829. Now, however, thanks to the careful work of David Swain,
students of the Revolutionary War at long last have a reliable edition of this fascinating and important
source.”—EDWIN G. BURROWS, author of Forgotten Patriots: The Untold Story of American Prisoners
During the Revolutionary War and Pulitzer Prize-winning co-author of Gotham: A History of New York
City to 1898

“Among the many events which took place during the Revolutionary War from its commencement to its
termination [are] the cruelties inflicted upon that unfortunate class of men who had the misfortune to be
numbered among the prisoners [of the British] and more particularly those whom the dreadful chance of war
had placed on board their prison ships at New York.” So begins the remarkable narrative of Thomas Dring.
In 1824, Dring was an aging man of 65, retired in his native state of Rhode Island. Forty-two years before,
he, like thousands of other young men, had been caught up in the American cause. In 1782, he had been
captured by the British and sentenced to the infamous prison ship Jersey, a demasted hulk anchored in the
East River off New York City. It is estimated that more than 11,000 men perished on the British prison ships
over the course of the war, and their bones regularly washed up on the shore long after hostilities ceased.
Dring survived to tell the tale, and in 1824, he decided to do just that. He was motivated partly because the
fate of the prisoners was beginning to be doubted, that their hardships were thought to have been grossly
exaggerated, and even that the entire experience had never occurred.

This book publishes for the first time the complete text of Dring’s handwritten manuscript, a major primary-
source document, in which he describes the horrible conditions, treatment by guards, and experiences that he
and others endured during captivity. Recollections of Life on the Prison Ship Jersey is a plea not to forget but
instead to remember the inhumanity of the captors and the sacrifices of the captives—a message that
continues to resonate today. Editor David Swain has provided an introductory essay and extensive notes that
contain background information and historical documentation to accompany and illuminate the original
manuscript.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Kirby:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Recollections
of Life on the Prison Ship Jersey suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. The
actual book untitled Recollections of Life on the Prison Ship Jerseyis the main of several books which
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in
the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will
give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world
with this book.

David Eaton:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Recollections of Life on the Prison Ship Jersey, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Adrian Kao:

The e-book untitled Recollections of Life on the Prison Ship Jersey is the book that recommended to you to
learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot
of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Recollections of Life on the Prison Ship Jersey from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Maria Peterson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Recollections of Life on the Prison Ship
Jersey book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Recollections of Life on the
Prison Ship Jersey as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!?
Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.
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