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In A Philosophy of the Unsayable, William Franke argues that the encounter with what exceeds speech has
become the crucial philosophical issue of our time. He proposes an original philosophy pivoting on analysis
of the limits of language. The book also offers readings of literary texts as poetically performing the
philosophical principles it expounds. Franke engages with philosophical theologies and philosophies of
religion in the debate over negative theology and shows how apophaticism infiltrates the thinking even of
those who attempt to deny or delimit it.

In six cohesive essays, Franke explores fundamental aspects of unsayability. In the first and third essays, his
philosophical argument is carried through with acute attention to modes of unsayability that are revealed best
by literary works, particularly by negativities of poetic language in the oeuvres of Paul Celan and Edmond
Jabès. Franke engages in critical discussion of apophatic currents of philosophy both ancient and modern,
focusing on Hegel and French post-Hegelianism in his second essay and on Neoplatonism in his fourth
essay. He treats Neoplatonic apophatics especially as found in Damascius and as illuminated by postmodern
thought, particularly Jean-Luc Nancy’s deconstruction of Christianity. In the last two essays, Franke treats
the tension between two contemporary approaches to philosophy of religion—Radical Orthodoxy and
radically secular or Death-of-God theologies. A Philosophy of the Unsayable will interest scholars and
students of philosophy, literature, religion, and the humanities. This book develops Franke's explicit theory
of unsayability, which is informed by his long-standing engagement with major representatives of apophatic
thought in the Western tradition.

"William Franke is an articulate spokesman for what cannot be said not only with regards to modern
European poetry but also with respect to contemporary theology. A Philosophy of the Unsayable is essential
reading for everyone working in religion and literature and in modern theology."
—Kevin Hart, Edwin B. Kyle Professor of Christian Studies, University of Virginia

"By now, it would seem that there could be no more to say about not-saying. Apophatic language and
negative theology have been accused of meaninglessness, nihilism, and even ill-concealed ontologies. In this
lovely and surprising book, William Franke not only deftly undoes these criticisms but shows that apophasis
underlies and strangely grounds all language and thought, even of those very discourses that most vigorously
reject it. A Philosophy of the Unsayable demonstrates with elegance that there is indeed more to say, and
more that is both meaningful and important." —Karmen MacKendrick, Le Moyne College
 
"William Franke is an eminent scholar in comparative literature, who is schooled in philosophy and religion.
He is recognized as one of the most creative contemporary thinkers working at the double intersection of
philosophy and literature and philosophy and theology. A Philosophy of the Unsayable shows an intellectual
grasp of a dizzying array of discourses and sheds real light on all thinkers who are discussed." —Cyril
O'Regan, Huisking Professor of Theology, University of Notre Dame
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Hand:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book A Philosophy of the Unsayable
will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with
you?

Eric Campbell:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This A Philosophy of the Unsayable is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Robert Marques:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may
be the publication untitled A Philosophy of the Unsayable can be good book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Gary Gonzales:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this A Philosophy of the Unsayable guide
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who
all read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still question A Philosophy of the Unsayable as good book not only
by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its
deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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