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Dizzy Gillespie. Joe Venuti and Eddie Lang. Benny Carter, the true "Gentleman of Jazz." And Bix
Beiderbecke, the F. Scott Fitzgerald of players. The story of jazz is a story of individuals--enormously gifted,
dedicated, sometimes driven, yet often gentle people.
In this volume, Gene Lees continues his richly entertaining and informative chronicle of the lives and times
of jazz with a new collection of fourteen memorable essays drawn from his renowned Jazzletter. Waiting for
Dizzy adds to the insights of his two previous collections, Meet Me at Jim & Andy's and Singers and the
Song, both highly acclaimed. Meet Me at Jim and Andy's won the ASCAP-Deems Taylor Award.
Lyricist, essayist, and music historian, Gene Lees draws on a lifetime of experience--and in many cases
friendships--in the jazz world to bring fresh insights to the lives and work of these magnificent artists,
whether he is discussing why any guitarists have unsteady time or the complex role of race in jazz history.
He is a repository of the humor of the jazz musician, recounting their wit and practical jokes: Ray Brown and
Herb Ellis dying their hair as a gag on Oscar Peterson, or Joe Venuti trying to nail a foot-tapping tenor
player's shoe to the floor. And as a perceptive cultural historian, he questions the jazz myth that no white
musician ever made a significant contribution to jazz.
But the heart of Waiting for Dizzy is its exquisitely crafted character studies, warm pictures of the men (and
women) who created and continue to create this music. He begins in the era of its first great flowering, the
1920s. He then presents a gallery of vivid portraits of a diverse group of musicians, including the seminal
arranger Bill Challis, Joe Venuti, Herb Ellis, Benny Carter, Lenny Breau, and Edmund Thigpen. The theme
of discrimination against black Americans turns up frequently, as in the portraits of Al Grey and Hank Jones.
Readers meet Spiegle Wilcox, the 87-year-old trombonist who played in the legendary Jean Goldkette band
of the mid-20s, and left the music world only to return to playing 50 years later; Emily Remler, the tragic,
determined, gifted guitarist who sought to break the sex barrier and her own drug habit, only to die all too
young in a far-away place; and Bud Shank, the fine alto saxophonist who disappeared into the numbing
atmosphere of studio work, and at last rebelled to return to jazz. The books final essay is its pinnacle: a day
spent in the recording studio with Dizzy Gillespie, surrounded by brilliant younger musicians who are his
spiritual children, among them Art Farmer and Phil Woods. It is a lyrical, affectionate, and affecting portrait
of one of the three or four most important figures--and the most loved-- in jazz history.
From Bix to Dizzy, from swing to be-bop, from the 1920s to the 1990s, Waiting for Dizzy is an exhilarating
collection by the author The Washington Post Book World calls "not only an extraordinarily perceptive
reporter and analyst of jazz performance, jazz history, and jazz people, but also one of those writers who's a
joy to read on any subject at all."
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From reader reviews:

Rosemary Till:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for us. The book Waiting for Dizzy has been making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book Waiting for
Dizzy is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored.
You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book
Waiting for Dizzy. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Christopher Gaul:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Waiting for Dizzy book is readable by simply you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with Waiting for
Dizzy content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Waiting for Dizzy is
not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Catherine Riddle:

The feeling that you get from Waiting for Dizzy is a more deep you rooting the information that hide inside
words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Waiting for Dizzy giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that
can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough.
This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular
Waiting for Dizzy instantly.

David McMillian:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Waiting for
Dizzy suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled
Waiting for Dizzyis a single of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot
of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of.
The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of
the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that
you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.
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