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From German idealism onward, Western thinkers have sought to revalue tragedy, invariably converging at
one cardinal point: tragic art risks aestheticizing real violence. Tragically Speaking critically examines this
revaluation, offering a new understanding of the changing meaning of tragedy in literary and moral
discourse. It questions common assumptions about the Greeks’ philosophical relation to the tragic tradition
and about the ethical and political ramifications of contemporary theories of tragedy.

Starting with the poet Friedrich Hölderlin and continuing to the present, Kalliopi Nikolopoulou traces how
tragedy was translated into an idea (“the tragic”) that was then revised further into the “beyond the tragic” of
postmetaphysical contemporary thought. While recognizing some of the merits of this revaluation,
Tragically Speaking concentrates on the losses implicit in such a turn. It argues that by translating tragedy
into an idea, these rereadings effected a problematic subordination of politics to ethics: the drama of human
conflict gave way to philosophical reflection, bracketing the world in favor of the idea of the world. Where
contemporary thought valorizes absence, passivity, the Other, rhetoric, writing, and textuality, the author
argues that their “deconstructed opposites” (presence, will, the self, truth, speech, and action, all of which are
central to tragedy) are equally necessary for any meaningful discussion of ethics and politics.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Witt:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Tragically Speaking: On the Use and Abuse of Theory for Life (Symploke
Studies in Contemporary Theory). Try to stumble through book Tragically Speaking: On the Use and Abuse
of Theory for Life (Symploke Studies in Contemporary Theory) as your friend. It means that it can to be
your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it
is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Matthew Seifert:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Tragically Speaking: On the Use and Abuse of Theory for Life (Symploke Studies in Contemporary
Theory) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then
become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Tragically
Speaking: On the Use and Abuse of Theory for Life (Symploke Studies in Contemporary Theory) giving you
yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better
life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Phyllis Thompson:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Tragically Speaking: On the Use
and Abuse of Theory for Life (Symploke Studies in Contemporary Theory) can be the solution, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Marilyn Fox:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This reserve Tragically Speaking: On the Use and Abuse of Theory for Life (Symploke
Studies in Contemporary Theory) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about
your technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how
big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many



ways to get book that you just wanted.
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