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The McCarthy erais generally considered the worst period of political repression in recent American history.
But while the famous question, "Are you now or have you ever been a member of the Communist Party?"
resonated in the halls of Congress, security officials were posing another question at least as frequently, if
more discreetly: "Information has come to the attention of the Civil Service Commission that you are a
homosexual. What comment do you care to make?"

Historian David K. Johnson here relates the frightening, untold story of how, during the Cold War,
homosexuals were considered as dangerous a threat to national security as Communists. Charges that the
Roosevelt and Truman administrations were havens for homosexuals proved a potent political weapon,
sparking a"Lavender Scare" more vehement and long-lasting than McCarthy's Red Scare. Relying on newly
declassified documents, years of research in the records of the National Archives and the FBI, and interviews
with former civil servants, Johnson recreates the vibrant gay subculture that flourished in New Deal-era
Washington and takes usinside the security interrogation rooms where thousands of Americans were
guestioned about their sex lives. The homosexual purges ended promising careers, ruined lives, and pushed
many to suicide. But, as Johnson aso shows, the purges brought victims together to protest their treatment,
helping launch anew civil rights struggle.

The Lavender Scare shatters the myth that homosexuality has only recently become a national political issue,
changing the way we think about both the McCarthy era and the origins of the gay rights movement. And
perhaps just as importantly, this book is a cautionary tale, reminding us of how acts taken by the government
in the name of "national security" during the Cold War resulted in the infringement of the civil liberties of
thousands of Americans.
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From reader reviews:
Brenda Robert:

This The Lavender Scare: The Cold War Persecution of Gays and Lesbians in the Federal Government are
usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The
Lavender Scare: The Cold War Persecution of Gays and Leshians in the Federal Government can be one of
the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone
with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can
bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
The Lavender Scare: The Cold War Persecution of Gays and Lesbians in the Federal Government forcing
you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that
we understand it useful in your day action. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Steven Simon:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping The Lavender Scare: The Cold War
Persecution of Gays and Lesbiansin the Federal Government that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly
that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success
person. So, for al you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick The Lavender
Scare: The Cold War Persecution of Gays and Lesbians in the Federal Government become your personal
Starter.

Robert Long:

This The Lavender Scare: The Cold War Persecution of Gays and Lesbians in the Federal Government is
great book for you because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and
get to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great plan
word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole
detailsinit. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Lavender Scare: The Cold War Persecution of Gays and Leshians
in the Federal Government in your hand like finding the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already
do that. So, thisis good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Judy Ydle:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you



know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra The Lavender Scare: The Cold
War Persecution of Gays and Lesbiansin the Federal Government.
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