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George McClure offers here afar-reaching analysis of the role of consolation in Italian Renaissance culture,
showing how the humanists' interest in despair, and their effort to open up thisrealm in both social and
personal terms, signaled a shift toward a heightened secularization in European thought. Analyzing works by
fourteenth-and fifteenth-century writers, from Petrarch to Marsilio Ficino, McClure examines the treatment
of such problems as bereavement, fear of death, illness, despair, and misfortune. These writers, who evinced
abelief in the legitimacy of secular sadness, tried to forge awisdom that in their view dealt more realistically
with the art of living and dying than did the disputations of scholastic philosophy and theology.

Arguing that consolatory concerns helped spur the revival of classical schools of psychological thought,
McClure reveals that the humanists sought comfort from once-neglected troves of Stoic, Peripatetic,
Epicurean, Platonic, and Christian thought. He contends that the humanists' pursuit of solace and their duty
as consolers provided not only aforum but perhaps also an incentive for the articulation of prominent
Renai ssance themes concerning immortality, the dignity of man, and the sanctity of worldly endeavor.

Originally published in 1990.

The Princeton Legacy Library usesthe latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previoudly out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library isto vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:
Molly Maldonado:

The ability that you get from Sorrow and Consolation in Italian Humanism (Princeton Legacy Library) will
be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Sorrow and Consolation in Italian
Humanism (Princeton Legacy Library) giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve
iswell-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it
easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this Sorrow and Consolation in Italian Humanism (Princeton Legacy Library)
instantly.

India Oakley:

This Sorrow and Consolation in Italian Humanism (Princeton Legacy Library) tend to be reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Sorrow and Consolation in
Italian Humanism (Princeton Legacy Library) can be one of severa great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will
shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Sorrow and Consolation in Italian Humanism
(Princeton Legacy Library) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Shane Hern:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Sorrow and Consolation in Italian Humanism (Princeton Legacy Library) your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one form conclusion
and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The Sorrow and Consolation in Italian Humanism
(Princeton Legacy Library) giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Michael Sweet:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Sorrow and Consolation in
Italian Humanism (Princeton Legacy Library) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied ssmply by



reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Sorrow and Consolation in Italian
Humanism (Princeton Legacy Library) become your starter.
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