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The world-famous French singer Édith Piaf (1915-63) was never just a singer. Dozens of biographies of her,
of variable quality, have seldom got beyond the well known and usually contested 'facts' of her life. This
book suggests new ways of understanding her. A 'cultural history' of Piaf means exploring her cultural, social
and political significance as a national and international icon, looking at her shifting meanings over time, at
home and abroad. How did she become a star and a myth? What did she come to mean in life and in death?
At the centenary of her birth and more than fifty years after her passing, why do we still remember her work
and commemorate her through the work of others, from Claude Nougaro and Elton John to Ben Harper and
Zaz, as well as in films, musicals, documentaries and tribute acts around the world? What does she mean
today? The book proposes the notion of an imagined Piaf. To a large extent, she was her own invention, not
only by virtue of her talent but because she produced narratives about herself, building a mystery. But she
was also the invention of others: of those she worked with but above all of her audiences, who made their
own meanings from her carefully staged performances. Since her death, the world has been free to imagine
new Piafs. From the 1930s until today, she has variously embodied conceptions of the 'popular' and of
'chanson' as a new kind of middlebrow, of gender, sexuality, national identity and the human condition.
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From reader reviews:

Georgette Tang:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Édith Piaf: A Cultural
History. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other
social media.

Anthony Jones:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Édith Piaf: A Cultural History e-book
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Édith Piaf: A Cultural History as good book not just
by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Tania Hansen:

This Édith Piaf: A Cultural History is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Édith Piaf: A Cultural History
can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone.
These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact
form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Dennis Carson:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books in
the top record in your reading list is definitely Édith Piaf: A Cultural History. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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