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The chief mandate of the criminal justice system is not to prosecute the guilty but to safeguard the innocent
from wrongful convictions; with this startling assertion, legal scholar George Thomas launches his critique
of the U.S. system and its emphasis on procedure at the expense of true justice.

Thomas traces the history of jury trials, an important component of the U.S. justice system, since the
American Founding. In the mid-twentieth century, when it became evident that racism and other forms of
discrimination were corrupting the system, the Warren Court established procedure as the most important
element of criminal justice. As a result, police, prosecutors, and judges have become more concerned about
following rules than about ensuring that the defendant is indeed guilty as charged. Recent cases of prisoners
convicted of crimes they didn't commit demonstrate that such procedural justice cannot substitute for
substantive justice.

American justices, Thomas concludes, should take a lesson from the French, who have instituted, among
other measures, the creation of an independent court to review claims of innocence based on new evidence.
Similar reforms in the United States would better enable the criminal justice system to fulfill its moral and
legal obligation to prevent wrongful convictions.

"Thomas draws on his extensive knowledge of the field to elaborate his elegant and important thesis---that
the American system of justice has lost sight of what ought to be its central purpose---protection of the
innocent."
—Susan Bandes, Distinguished Research Professor of Law, DePaul University College of Law

"Thomas explores how America's adversary system evolved into one obsessed with procedure for its own
sake or in the cause of restraining government power, giving short shrift to getting only the right guy. His
stunning, thought-provoking, and unexpected recommendations should be of interest to every citizen who
cares about justice."
—Andrew E. Taslitz, Professor of Law, Howard University School of Law

"An unflinching, insightful, and powerful critique of American criminal justice---and its deficiencies. George
Thomas demonstrates once again why he is one of the nation's leading criminal procedure scholars. His
knowledge of criminal law history and comparative criminal law is most impressive."
—Yale Kamisar, Distinguished Professor of Law, University of San Diego and Clarence Darrow
Distinguished University Professor Emeritus of Law, University of Michigan
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Harrison:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this The Supreme Court on Trial: How the American Justice System Sacrifices
Innocent Defendants.

Dorothy Waddell:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Supreme Court on Trial: How the
American Justice System Sacrifices Innocent Defendants book because book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Joseph Boyd:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get lot of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is usually The Supreme Court on Trial: How the American Justice System
Sacrifices Innocent Defendants.

Ralph Sanchez:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is The Supreme Court on Trial: How the American Justice System Sacrifices Innocent
Defendants this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain
it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book
ideal all of you.
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