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The Ephrussis were a grand banking family, as rich and respected as the Rothschilds, who “burned like a
comet” in nineteenth-century Paris and Vienna society. Yet by the end of World War II, almost the only
thing remaining of their vast empire was a collection of 264 wood and ivory carvings, none of them larger
than a matchbox.

The renowned ceramicist Edmund de Waal became the fifth generation to inherit this small and exquisite
collection of netsuke. Entranced by their beauty and mystery, he determined to trace the story of his family
through the story of the collection.

The netsuke—drunken monks, almost-ripe plums, snarling tigers—were gathered by Charles Ephrussi at the
height of the Parisian rage for all things Japanese. Charles had shunned the place set aside for him in the
family business to make a study of art, and of beautiful living. An early supporter of the Impressionists, he
appears, oddly formal in a top hat, in Renoir’s Luncheon of the Boating Party. Marcel Proust studied Charles
closely enough to use him as a model for the aesthete and lover Swann in Remembrance of Things Past.

Charles gave the carvings as a wedding gift to his cousin Viktor in Vienna; his children were allowed to play
with one netsuke each while they watched their mother, the Baroness Emmy, dress for ball after ball. Her
older daughter grew up to disdain fashionable society. Longing to write, she struck up a correspondence with
Rilke, who encouraged her in her poetry.

The Anschluss changed their world beyond recognition. Ephrussi and his cosmopolitan family were
imprisoned or scattered, and Hitler’s theorist on the “Jewish question” appropriated their magnificent palace
on the Ringstrasse. A library of priceless books and a collection of Old Master paintings were confiscated by
the Nazis. But the netsuke were smuggled away by a loyal maid, Anna, and hidden in her straw mattress.
Years after the war, she would find a way to return them to the family she’d served even in their exile.

In The Hare with Amber Eyes, Edmund de Waal unfolds the story of a remarkable family and a tumultuous
century. Sweeping yet intimate, it is a highly original meditation on art, history, and family, as elegant and
precise as the netsuke themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Chabot:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The Hare with Amber
Eyes: A Family's Century of Art and Loss is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Deborah Brantley:

The e-book untitled The Hare with Amber Eyes: A Family's Century of Art and Loss is the guide that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author
was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Hare with Amber Eyes: A Family's
Century of Art and Loss from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Elisabeth Martinez:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Hare with Amber Eyes: A Family's Century of
Art and Loss, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Lee Fuller:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book
The Hare with Amber Eyes: A Family's Century of Art and Loss. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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