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Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, founded in 1936, is one of the largest and most influential architecture firms in
the world. SOM has long been known for innovation, experimentation, design excellence, and technical
mastery, for an abiding interest in the contributions that buildings can make to the life of cities, and for a
collaborative approach that extends to all aspects of the design and construction processes. This volume,
which presents work from the 1970s and early 1980s, reproduces a monograph first published in 1983.

SOM’s growth as a large architectural firm began almost fifty years ago. By 1981 there were nine offices in
the United States with a total of more than 2,100 members. The decade 1973–1983 brought retirement to a
number of well-known founding partners. Nevertheless, SOM’s reputation for design leadership has been
maintained through “creative dissidence,” as one of the younger partners describes it. The firm moves with
distinction into a third and fourth generation. This book, organized by region, reveals the firm’s architectural
response to a decade that greatly changed American society.

The firm’s work of the past decade belonged to the city, and especially the urban office tower. Architectural
restraints, new technology and programs created opportunity for a new generation of distinctive towers that
have become important additions to the skylines of major American cities. The tall building has evolved to
new purposes, and the result has been expanding variations on tower architecture. The late Chicago partner
Fazlur Khan, who led the way by creating the flexible, economical tube structure, was enthusiastic about the
tall building, claiming “it permits work and residential space to locate where and when most needed.” The
tall building, for him, was a remarkable economical and symbolic success which also performed an
admirable social service.

The decade was also defined by wide public interest in preservation of historic buildings and contexts. To
this movement, SOM’s designers did not react with historical quotation or eclectic reference, but rather by
accepting the contextual obligation as part of their more urgent quest for a strong architecture that is both
modern and compatible with its setting. SOM addressed important urban problems with seminal studies for
San Antonio, Chicago, and Washington, as well as with designs for large urban transportation facilities on
the East Coast.

At the same time, the firm sought work abroad in the face of a barren domestic economy, designing
universities, new towns, airport terminals, and commercial buildings on several continents. Whereas regret
surrounds plans for Iranian cities halted by political revolt, planning projects of this kind introduced the
firm’s teams to social urgency and primary research into indigenous form.

The energy crisis brought still other challenges. Its special requirements created new architectural
opportunities that have been demonstrated by buildings in a variety of locations. SOM early recognized the
potential of computer analysis and pioneered its adoption in dealing with structural and architectural
problems. This capability dramatically extended SOM’s capacity for the creative study of energy efficiency
and performance calculations.
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From reader reviews:

Harriet White:

The feeling that you get from SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1973-1983 is the more
deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1973-
1983 giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this SOM: Architecture of
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1973-1983 instantly.

John Ashcraft:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you
a lot of new info. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others.
When you read this SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1973-1983, you can tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a guide.

Keven Peterson:

The particular book SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1973-1983 has a lot of information
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will
get the point easily after reading this article book.

Darlene Gutierrez:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book SOM: Architecture of Skidmore, Owings &
Merrill, 1973-1983 was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book SOM:
Architecture of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 1973-1983 has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try
to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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