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The panorama of American animal study, from the natural history of Alexander Wilson and John James
Audubon through the development of professional zoology and its large institutions, provides the backdrop
for Ann Blum's study of illustration styles. Over the course of the nineteenth century, the move from field
natural history to museum and laboratory study together with changes in printing technology helped bring
about a dramatic shift from realism to schematization in published zoological illustration. Blum notes,
however, that the early emphasis on depicting the living animal in nature had a persistent influence on
American zoologists and their pictorial representation of animals.

Systematic zoology and itsillustration devel oped within the social context of divergent definitions of science
and art, maintains Blum, and the production of zoological illustration reflected the division of labor and
demotion of technique at work in society at large. She examines how zoology, in consolidating its self-
definition as a profession, also consolidated certain conventions of pictorial representation for its own use,
and how developments in printing exerted pressures on the discipline to adopt new technologies and
mediums. Her focus on pictorial convention and disciplinary practice gives historical depth to recent
sociological approaches to twentieth-century scientific illustration that challenge the traditional supremacy of
theory in science studies.
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From reader reviews:
Robert Johnson:

This Picturing Nature: American Nineteenth-Century Zoological Illustration book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read alot of
information you will get. This specific Picturing Nature: American Nineteenth-Century Zoological
Illustration without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't become worry Picturing Nature: American Nineteenth-Century Zoological Illustration can
bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Picturing Nature: American Nineteenth-Century Zoological
Illustration having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Elisabeth Martinez:

The e-book untitled Picturing Nature: American Nineteenth-Century Zoological Illustration is the e-book
that recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy
writer was did alot of study when write the book, and so the information that they shareto you is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of Picturing Nature: American Nineteenth-Century Zoological
Illustration from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Agustin Byler:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could haveit in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Picturing Nature: American Nineteenth-Century
Zoological Illustration can give you alot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you
have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? L et us have Picturing
Nature: American Nineteenth-Century Zoological Illustration.

Christina Bales:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get ahalf parts of the book. Y ou can choose the book Picturing Nature: American Nineteenth-Century
Zoological Illustration to make your current reading isinteresting. Y our personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
impression about book and looking at especialy. It isto be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Picturing Nature: American Nineteenth-Century Zoological
Illustration can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing
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