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On December 12, 1963, people across Kenya joyfully celebrated independence from British colonial rule,
anticipating a bright future of prosperity and social justice. As the nation approaches the fiftieth anniversary
of its independence, however, the people's dream remains elusive. During its first five decades Kenya has
experienced assassinations, riots, coup attempts, ethnic violence, and political corruption. The ranks of the
disaffected, the unemployed, and the poor have multiplied. In this authoritative and insightful account of
Kenya's history from 1963 to the present day, Daniel Branch sheds new light on the nation's struggles and
the complicated causes behind them.

Branch describes how Kenya constructed itself as a state and how ethnicity has proved a powerful force in
national politics from the start, as have disorder and violence. He explores such divisive political issues as
the needs of the landless poor, international relations with Britain and with the Cold War superpowers, and
the direction of economic development. Tracing an escalation of government corruption over time, the
author brings his discussion to the present, paying particular attention to the rigged election of 2007, the
subsequent compromise government, and Kenya's prospects as a still-evolving independent state.
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From reader reviews:

George Oneal:

The book Kenya: Between Hope and Despair, 1963-2011 can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a
book Kenya: Between Hope and Despair, 1963-2011? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share
all of these. Book Kenya: Between Hope and Despair, 1963-2011 has simple shape but the truth is know: it
has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it
is very wonderful.

Karen Bell:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Kenya: Between Hope and
Despair, 1963-2011 is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Renee Middleton:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Kenya: Between
Hope and Despair, 1963-2011 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you can pick Kenya: Between Hope and Despair, 1963-2011 become your
starter.

Violet Iverson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Kenya: Between Hope and Despair, 1963-2011 why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you
to pick up this book.
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