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“Americans have a seemingly unquenchable thirst for knowledge of our Founding Fathers. Now Michael
Toth brings us the story of Oliver Ellsworth, key member of the Constitutional Convention, sponsor of the
Judiciary Act in the Senate, and chief justice for four crucial years. Ellsworth was a critical figure, and Toth
describes his contributions with clear prose and an eagle eye for legal argument.”—Michaegl Barone

“Lucid and comprehensive, Founding Federalist brings to light for a modern audience one of the most
important of the constitutional framers.” —David Frum

“Toth presents the enduring contributions of this pivotal and esteemed founding father to the Constitution
and to all three branches of the federal government....[His] eloquent biography, peppered with quotations
from Ellsworth’ s contemporaries, historians, and from Ellsworth himself, brings to life an august founder
who today is only acknowledged indirectly through his lasting achievements.”—The University Bookman

"A brief, wonderfully readable biography of the most important American you've never heard of."
— Peter Robinson, Richochet

"Founding Federalist is clearly and gracefully written, as readable as any of David McCullough’ s books."
— The Washington Examiner

In Founding Federalist, Michael C. Toth provides an in-depth look at the life and work of Oliver Ellsworth,
alargely forgotten but eminently important Founding Father.

The American Founding was the work of visionaries and revolutionaries. But amid the celebrated luminaries,
the historic transformations, the heroic acts, and unforgettable discourses were practical politicians, the
consensus builders who made the system work. Oliver Ellsworth—Framer, senator, chief justice,
diplomat—was such aleader.

Founding Federalist brings to life a figure whose contributions shape American political life even today.
Vividly capturing the pivotal debates at Philadel phiain the summer of 1787, Toth shows how Ellsworth was
avital force in shaping the Constitution as a Federalist document, one that did not extinguish the role of the
states even as it recognized the need for national ingtitutions. The author illuminates what Ellsworth and
other Founders understood to be the meaning of the new constitutional order—atopic highly relevant to
twenty-first-century debates about the role of government. Toth, an attorney, also brilliantly analyzes
Ellsworth’s most important legislative achievement: the creation of the U.S. federal court system.

With thisinsightful new biography, Michael Toth has reclaimed a figure who made crucial contributionsto a
lasting creation: afederal republic.
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From reader reviews:
Donald Hamann:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Founding Federalist: The Life of Oliver Ellsworth (Lives
of the Founders). Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important some sort of book Founding Federalist: The Life of Oliver Ellsworth (Lives of the Founders). You
can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of abook. Absolutely right, since from
book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Paul Dixon:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstabl e resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Founding Federalist: The Life of Oliver Ellsworth
(Lives of the Founders) as your daily resource information.

Sonia Cramer:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddiesis thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Founding Federalist: The Life of
Oliver Ellsworth (Lives of the Founders), you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you till
need to missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on itsidentified as reading friends.

Wendell Holloway:

This Founding Federalist: The Life of Oliver Ellsworth (Lives of the Founders) is great reserve for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have
to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can claim
no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Founding Federalist: The Life of Oliver Ellsworth (Lives of the Founders) in
your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide



that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , thisis
certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?
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