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Is salvation a gift of God's grace or something God's followers must earn by good works? How do we
reconcile the two emphases that salvation is a bestowal of God's mercy and that the final judgment will
involve an assessment of the way people have lived during their time on earth?

In Paul and Palestinian Judaism (1977), E. P. Sanders defined the terms and laid the groundwork for this
crucial debate. Sanders's "New Perspective" sought to resolve the tension between grace and good deeds by
arguing that for the Jews of Paul's day as well as for Paul himself, entrance into God's saving covenant was a
gift of God's grace while remaining in the covenant required good works done in obedience to God.

Sanders's most vigorous opponents have disputed the works side of his formulation, taking issue with his
contention that obedience is required to retain right standing in God's covenant. In Judgment and
Justification, Chris VanLandingham challenges the grace side of the Sanders thesis, arguing that Paul's
teaching on salvation, following the prevailing Jewish thinking of his time, establishes good works as the
criterion for salvation at the final judgment.

In making his case, VanLandingham does a careful, text-by-text survey of early Jewish literature, interacting
with a wide range of biblical scholars who deal with the themes of salvation and judgment found in these
texts and in the Pauline writings. VanLandingham wraps up this survey with a challenging reassessment of
Paul's teaching in the light of the Jewish thinking of his time.

Judgment and Justification offers an incisive new look at the Jewish context for our understanding of Paul's
teaching. Scholars on all sides of the ongoing debate will benefit by interacting with the texts presented and
the provocative arguments the author draws from them.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Long:

Typically the book Judgment and Justification in Early Judaism and the Apostle Paul will bring you to the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Judgment and Justification in Early Judaism and
the Apostle Paul is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Laura Burke:

The book with title Judgment and Justification in Early Judaism and the Apostle Paul includes a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Richard Broderick:

This Judgment and Justification in Early Judaism and the Apostle Paul is great reserve for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can state no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Judgment and Justification in Early Judaism and the Apostle Paul in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer
you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Herbert Oakley:

You can get this Judgment and Justification in Early Judaism and the Apostle Paul by browse the bookstore
or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.
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