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Voice leading is the musical art of combining sounds over time. In this book, David Huron offers an
accessible account of the cognitive and perceptual foundations for this practice. Drawing on decades of
scientific research, including his own award-winning work, Huron offers explanations for many practices
and phenomena, including the perceptual dominance of the highest voice, chordal-tone doubling, direct
octaves, embellishing tones, and the musical feeling of sounds "leading" somewhere. Huron shows how
traditional rules of voice leading align almost perfectly with modern scientific accounts of auditory
perception. He also reviews pertinent research establishing the role of learning and enculturation in auditory
and musical perception.

Voice leading has long been taught with reference to Baroque chorale-style part-writing, yet there exist many
more musical styles and practices. The traditional emphasis on Baroque part-writing understandably leaves
many musicians wondering why they are taught such an archaic and narrow practice in an age of stylistic
diversity. Huron explains how and why Baroque voice leading continues to warrant its central pedagogical
status. Expanding beyond choral-style writing, Huron shows how established perceptual principles can be
used to compose, analyze, and critically understand any kind of acoustical texture from tune-and-
accompaniment songs and symphonic orchestration to jazz combo arranging and abstract electroacoustic
music. Finally, he offers a psychological explanation for why certain kinds of musical textures are more
likely to be experienced by listeners as pleasing.
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From reader reviews:

Martina White:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. We all know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Voice Leading: The Science
behind a Musical Art (MIT Press) was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can
take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Voice Leading: The Science behind a
Musical Art (MIT Press) is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when
you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship
while using book Voice Leading: The Science behind a Musical Art (MIT Press). You never sense lose out
for everything if you read some books.

Susan Padgett:

The event that you get from Voice Leading: The Science behind a Musical Art (MIT Press) could be the
more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Voice Leading: The Science behind a Musical Art
(MIT Press) giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand
then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of
Voice Leading: The Science behind a Musical Art (MIT Press) instantly.

David Black:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Voice Leading: The Science behind a
Musical Art (MIT Press) reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Voice
Leading: The Science behind a Musical Art (MIT Press) as good book not only by the cover but also from
the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Joshua Atkins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books



that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Voice Leading: The Science behind a Musical Art
(MIT Press).
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