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When John Charles Chasteen learned that Sim?n Bolívar, the Liberator, danced on a banquet table to
celebrate Latin American independence in 1824, he tried to visualize the scene. How, he wondered, did the
Liberator dance? Did he bounce stiffly in his dress uniform? Or did he move his hips? In other words, how
high had African dance influences reached in Latin American societies? A vast social gap separated Bolívar
from people of African descent; however, Chasteen's research shows that popular culture could bridge the
gap.

Fast-paced and often funny, this book explores the history of Latin American popular dance before the
twentieth century. Chasteen first focuses on Havana, Buenos Aires, and Rio de Janeiro, where dances
featuring a "transgressive close embrace" (forerunners of today's salsa, tango, and samba) emerged by 1900.
Then, digging deeper in time, Chasteen uncovers the historical experiences that molded Latin American
popular dance, including carnival celebrations, the social lives of slaves, European fashions, and, oddly
enough, religious processions. The relationship between Latin American dance and nationalism, it turns out,
is very deep, indeed.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Lach:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important for all of us. The book National Rhythms, African Roots: The Deep History of
Latin American Popular Dance (Di Logos) had been making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book National Rhythms, African
Roots: The Deep History of Latin American Popular Dance (Di Logos) is not only giving you much more
new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to
read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book National Rhythms, African Roots: The Deep
History of Latin American Popular Dance (Di Logos). You never experience lose out for everything should
you read some books.

Michael Hill:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of National Rhythms,
African Roots: The Deep History of Latin American Popular Dance (Di Logos) book as beginning and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Mable Watkins:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love National Rhythms, African Roots:
The Deep History of Latin American Popular Dance (Di Logos), it is possible to enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Sean Mills:

You could spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This National Rhythms, African Roots: The
Deep History of Latin American Popular Dance (Di Logos) is simple to bring you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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