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“With eighty men I could ride through the entire Sioux nation.” The story of the Fetterman Fight, near Fort
Phil Kearney in present-day Wyoming in 1866, is based entirely on this infamous declaration attributed to
Capt. William J. Fetterman. Historical accounts cite this statement in support of the premise that bravado and
contempt for the fort’s commander, Col. Henry B. Carrington, compelled Fetterman to disobey direct orders
from Carrington and lead his men into an ambush by an alliance of Plains Indians.
 
In the aftermath of the incident, Carrington’s superiors positioned him as solely accountable for the
“massacre” by suppressing exonerating evidence. In the face of this betrayal, Carrington’s first and second
wives came to their husband’s defense by publishing books presenting his version of the deadly encounter.
Although several of Fetterman’s soldiers and fellow officers disagreed with the women’s accounts, their
chivalrous deference to women’s moral authority during this age of Victorian sensibilities enabled
Carrington’s wives to present their story without challenge.
 
In this fascinating book, Shannon D. Smith reexamines the works of the two Mrs. Carringtons in the context
of contemporary evidence. Fetterman emerges as an outstanding officer who respected the Plains Indians’
superiority in numbers, weaponry, and battle skills. Give Me Eighty Men both challenges standard
interpretations of this American myth and shows the powerful influence of female writers in the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Herrick:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
Give Me Eighty Men: Women and the Myth of the Fetterman Fight (Women in the West).

Robin Gilbertson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Give Me Eighty Men: Women and the Myth of the
Fetterman Fight (Women in the West) why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Jeffrey Price:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be
read. Give Me Eighty Men: Women and the Myth of the Fetterman Fight (Women in the West) can be your
answer since it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Robin Lawrence:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Give Me Eighty Men: Women and the Myth of the
Fetterman Fight (Women in the West) or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher
as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Give Me Eighty Men: Women and the Myth of the
Fetterman Fight (Women in the West) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like
this.
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