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In a style reminiscent of the master storytellers of yore, Charless Caraway recounts the story of his life, as a
man and a boy, on small farms in Saline and Jackson counties, particularly around Eldorado, Makanda, and
Etherton Switch. He makes no bones about the hardships of those "old days," first helping his father eke out
a living from the land, then scrambling for a living as a sharecropper and fruit picker, as he scrimped and
saved for the day when he and his young wife, Bessie Mae Rowan Caraway, could buy a piece of land of
their own.

The one-room school, the general store, the trips by wagon over roads that choked you in summer and
swallowed you in winter, the home that burned: all are described in a matter-of-fact yet moving way. Many
of the locations, buildings, and people are represented in equally unromanticized photographs from the
family’s collection. Some of the stories and photos recall the common disasters of the frontier: drought,
flood, and the tornado of 1925.

It is clear from these stories that each aspect of life exacted a price, but the Caraways paid that price without
regret and rallied to go on their way. Charless and his family and friends fill this book with courage, strength,
and an unshakable faith in the value of human endeavor.
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From reader reviews:

John Solorio:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Foothold on a Hillside:
Memories of a Southern Illinoisan (Repr of 1986 ed) (Shawnee Books)? Maybe it is to become best activity
for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Paul Tirrell:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you that Foothold on a Hillside:
Memories of a Southern Illinoisan (Repr of 1986 ed) (Shawnee Books) book as basic and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Ricardo Donaldson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Foothold on a Hillside: Memories of a Southern
Illinoisan (Repr of 1986 ed) (Shawnee Books) as the daily resource information.

Jacob Florence:

Why? Because this Foothold on a Hillside: Memories of a Southern Illinoisan (Repr of 1986 ed) (Shawnee
Books) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will
surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method
but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or
you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as
help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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