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In Erotic Exchanges, Nina Kushner reveals the complex world of elite prostitution in eighteenth-century
Paris by focusing on the professional mistresses who dominated it. In this demimonde, these dames
entretenues exchanged sex, company, and sometimes even love for being “kept.” Most of these women
entered the profession unwillingly, either because they were desperate and could find no other means of
support or because they were sold by family membersto brothels or to particular men. A small but
significant percentage of kept women, however, came from a theater subculture that actively supported elite
prostitution. Kushner shows that in its business conventions, its moral codes, and even its sexual practices,
the demimonde was an integral part of contemporary Parisian culture.

Kushner’s primary sources include thousands of folio pages of dossiers and other documents generated by
the Paris police as they tracked the lives and careers of professional mistresses, reporting in meticulous, often
lascivious, detail what these women and their clients did. Rather than reduce the history of sex work to the
history of its regulation, Kushner interprets these materials in away that unlocks these women’s own
experiences. Kushner analyzes prostitution as aform of work, examines the contracts that governed
relationships among patrons, mistresses, and madams, and explores the roles played by money, gifts, and, on
occasion, love in making and breaking the bonds between women and men. This vivid and engaging book
explores elite prostitution not only as aform of labor and as akind of business but also as a chapter in the
history of emotions, marriage, and the family.
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From reader reviews:
Esta Banks;

The particular book Erotic Exchanges: The World of Elite Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris will bring
you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe theideaisvery
unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Erotic
Exchanges: The World of Elite Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris is much recommended to you to
learn. Y ou can aso get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Melinda Miller:

The book untitled Erotic Exchanges: The World of Elite Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris contain a
lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very
clear and understandabl e all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
written by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. Y ou can easily read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it.
Have anice learn.

LouisCline

This Erotic Exchanges: The World of Elite Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Parisis completely new way
for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
Erotic Exchanges: The World of Elite Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itsel f
in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book type. People who think that in
guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So thereisn't any in reading areserve
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So, don't miss the item!
Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.

Lisa Sullivan:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore, this Erotic Exchanges: The World of Elite Prostitution in Eighteenth-Century Paris can
make you experience more interested to read.
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