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Hailed as "powerful and provocative" (Washington Post), "heart-pounding" (New York Times) and "brilliant"
(Kirkus), intelligence expert Mark Riebling's groundbreaking book Wedge inspired "no fewer than seven
assorted congressional committees, internal evaluators, and blue-ribbon panels" (Wall Street Journal). Now,
in the long-awaited Church of Spies, Riebling documents an epic secret battle in the Second World War --
and reframes one of the great historical controversies of our age.

The Vatican's stance toward Nazism is fiercely debated. History has accused wartime pontiff Pius the
Twelfth of complicity in the Holocaust and dubbed him "Hitler's Pope." But a key part of the story has
remained untold.

Pius ran the world's largest church, smallest state, and oldest spy service. Saintly but secretive, he skimmed
from church charities to pay covert couriers, and surreptitiously tape-recorded his meetings with top Nazis.
When he learned of the Holocaust, Pius played his cards close to his chest. He sent birthday cards to Hitler--
while plotting to overthrow him.

Church of Spies documents this cross-and-dagger intrigue in shocking detail. Gun-toting Jesuits stole
blueprints to Hitler's homes. A Catholic book publisher flew a sports plane over the Alps with secrets filched
from the head of Hitler's bodyguard. The keeper of the Vatican crypt ran a spy ring that betrayed German
war plans and wounded Hitler in a briefcase bombing.

The plotters made history in ways they hardly expected. They inspired European unification, forged a U.S.-
Vatican alliance that spanned the Cold War, and challenged Church teachings on Jews. Yet Pius' secret war
muted his public response to Nazi crimes. Fearing that overt protest would impede his covert actions, he
never spoke the "fiery words" he wanted.

Told with heart-pounding suspense, based on secret transcripts and unsealed files, Church of Spies throws
open the Vatican's doors to reveal some of the most astonishing events in the history of the papacy. 
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From reader reviews:

Adam Nelson:

In other case, little persons like to read book Church of Spies: The Pope's Secret War Against Hitler. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any
book Church of Spies: The Pope's Secret War Against Hitler. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From
your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Bruce Delvalle:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a person is you
don't know what type you should start with. This Church of Spies: The Pope's Secret War Against Hitler is
our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Manuel Rose:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Church of Spies: The Pope's Secret
War Against Hitler book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Nichol Colby:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Church of Spies: The Pope's Secret War Against Hitler, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.
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