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From Mark Haddon, author of The Curious I ncident of the Dog in the Night-Time, A Spot of Bother,
and The Red House, nine dazzling stories diverse in style but united in emotional power

Thetalesin Mark Haddon' s lyrical and uncompromising new collection take many forms—\Victorian
adventure story, science fiction, morality tale, contemporary realism—but they all showcase his virtuoso
giftsas astylist and the deep well of empathy that made his three bestselling novels so compelling.

The characters here are often isolated physically or estranged from their families, yet they yearn for
connection. In aggregate the stories become a meditation on the essential aloneness of the human condition
but also on the connections, however tenuous and imperfect, that link people to one another. In the title story,
an unnamed narrator describes with cool precision a catastrophe that strikes a seaside town, both tearing lives
apart and bringing them together.

In the prizewinning story “The Gun,” aboy’slifeis marked by the afternoon he encounters a
semiautomatic pistol belonging to hisfriend’s older brother; in “The Island,” a Greek princess is abandoned
on anisland by her abductor; in “The Boys Who Left Hometo Learn Fear,” a group of adventurers travel
deep into the Amazonian jungle but discover the gravest danger lurking among their own number; and in
“The Woodpecker and the Wolf,” awoman wonders whether she has chosen to travel to Mars only to escape
the entanglement of human relationships back here on Earth.

Drawing inventively from history, myth, folktales, and modern life, The Pier Falls showcases Haddon’s
immense gifts of invention and penetrating insight.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Brett Munoz:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for awhile isreading. That's
why, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of The Pier Falls: And Other
Stories (Vintage Contemporaries) book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Aaron Marks:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve
that need more time to be study. The Pier Falls: And Other Stories (Vintage Contemporaries) can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Stella Car penter:

Isit a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Pier Falls: And Other Stories
(Vintage Contemporaries) can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are thus out of
date, spending your time by reading in this brand new erais common not a geek activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Jerri Montgomery:

Baook is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. Aswe know those books
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. From
the book The Pier Falls: And Other Stories (Vintage Contemporaries) we can get more advantage. Don't one
to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book The Pier Falls: And Other Stories
(Vintage Contemporaries). Y ou can more attractive than now.
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