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Evil threatens human reason, for it challenges our hope that the world makes sense. For eighteenth-century
Europeans, the Lisbon earthquake was manifest evil. Today we view evil as a matter of human cruelty, and
Auschwitz as its extreme incarnation. Examining our understanding of evil from the Inquisition to
contemporary terrorism, Susan Neiman explores who we have become in the three centuries that separate us
from the early Enlightenment. In the process, she rewrites the history of modern thought and points
philosophy back to the questions that originally animated it.

Whether expressed in theological or secular terms, evil poses a problem about the world's intelligibility. It
confronts philosophy with fundamental questions: Can there be meaning in a world where innocents suffer?
Can belief in divine power or human progress survive a cataloging of evil? Is evil profound or banal?
Neiman argues that these questions impelled modern philosophy. Traditional philosophers from Leibniz to
Hegel sought to defend the Creator of a world containing evil. Inevitably, their efforts--combined with those
of more literary figures like Pope, Voltaire, and the Marquis de Sade--eroded belief in God's benevolence,
power, and relevance, until Nietzsche claimed He had been murdered. They also yielded the distinction
between natural and moral evil that we now take for granted. Neiman turns to consider philosophy's response
to the Holocaust as a final moral evil, concluding that two basic stances run through modern thought. One,
from Rousseau to Arendt, insists that morality demands we make evil intelligible. The other, from Voltaire to
Adorno, insists that morality demands that we don't.

Beautifully written and thoroughly engaging, this book tells the history of modern philosophy as an attempt
to come to terms with evil. It reintroduces philosophy to anyone interested in questions of life and death,
good and evil, suffering and sense.
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From reader reviews:

Samantha Flowers:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Evil in Modern
Thought: An Alternative History of Philosophy (Princeton Classics)? Maybe it is to become best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent
than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

John Charles:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be smart in having
any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book can help folks
out of this uncertainty Information especially this Evil in Modern Thought: An Alternative History of
Philosophy (Princeton Classics) book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Richard Rodriguez:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Evil in Modern Thought: An
Alternative History of Philosophy (Princeton Classics) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Diana Johnson:

You will get this Evil in Modern Thought: An Alternative History of Philosophy (Princeton Classics) by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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