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It is an appropriate time to rethink the relationship between trade regionalism and multilateralism in the
Asian context as we witness the proliferation of free trade agreements (FTAS) in Asia. In the 1980s and
1990s, many scholars and policymakers believed that Asian integration was market-based, rather than legal-
based, and that Asian integration would never be codified through agreements. Y et today, there are alarge
number of FTAs signed and under negotiation in Asia

This book investigates the appropriate relationship between regionalism and multilateralism, with a special
referenceto recent FTAsin Asia. It isundeniable that past trade multilateralism—regionalism debates
centered on the trade-in-goods aspect. However, the magjority of recent FTAsin Asia cover issues beyond
trade-in-goods and tariff liberalization, such as trade facilitation, services, and economic cooperation. While
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) Article XXIV governsregional integration initiatives
in trade in goods, there is no (or at most a thin) World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreement that stipulates
the relationship between regionalism and multilateralism in issue areas other than goods.

Thus, this study carefully considers the meaning of “WTO-compatible FTAS’ by distinguishing “WTO
consistency” and “WTO friendliness’, going beyond GATT Article XXIV debates and proposes a general
framework for examining the openness of regionalism in various issue areas by identifying tree-type
guestions to distinguish several types of exclusiveness. It then specifically asks the following questions: Can
Asian FTAsthat cover severa issues be considered multilateralism friendly? How does the relationship
between regionalism and multilateralism differ between trade-in-goods and non-goods issue areas? What are
policies that might reduce the exclusiveness of regional initiatives? The study concludes by listing
counterintuitive policy suggestionsto make FTAs truly WTO compatible. The book also includes a
comprehensive list of FTAsin Asiaand several WTO Agreements relating to trade regionalism.

Contents:

- Introduction: Conceptualizing the WTO Compatibility of FTAs

- Analytical Framework for WTO Friendliness of FTAs: How to Check If They are Rea “Friends’ of WTO?

- Free Trade Agreementsin Goods: Is Trade Bilateralism in Asia Consistent with WTO Rules and Norms?

- Regional Approaches to Trade Facilitation: Are Regional Trade Facilitation Measures Discriminatory
Against Non-Members?

- Regional Services Agreements: What is the Vaue of GATS-Plus Regional Services Commitments?

- Economic Cooperation Under FTAs: Do FTAs Impose WTO-Plus Technical Assistance Obligations on
Members?

- Conclusion: Counter-Intuitive Policy Implications for WTO-Compatible FTAs

Reader ship: Researchers, professionals, undergraduate and graduate students interested in Free Trade



Agreements, World Trade Organization, Regionalism, Trade in Services and Trade Facilitation.
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From reader reviews:
Christopher Miller:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students because they're still students or thisfor al peoplein the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't need
do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book Asian Free Trade Agreements and WTO
Compatibility:Goods, Services, Trade Facilitation and Economic Cooperation: 32 (World Scientific Studies
in International Economics). All type of book could you see on many resources. Y ou can look for the
internet resources or other social media

Anita Jones:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guysthisaren't like that. This Asian Free Trade Agreements and WTO Compatibility:Goods, Services, Trade
Facilitation and Economic Cooperation: 32 (World Scientific Studiesin International Economics) book is
readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without |eaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The
writer of Asian Free Trade Agreements and WTO Compatibility:Goods, Services, Trade Facilitation and
Economic Cooperation: 32 (World Scientific Studiesin International Economics) content conveys the idea
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different by means of it. So, do you nevertheless thinking Asian Free Trade Agreements and WTO
Compatibility:Goods, Services, Trade Facilitation and Economic Cooperation: 32 (World Scientific Studies
in International Economics) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Syble Mills:

The event that you get from Asian Free Trade Agreements and WTO Compatibility:Goods, Services, Trade
Facilitation and Economic Cooperation: 32 (World Scientific Studiesin International Economics) is the more
deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Asian Free Trade Agreements and WTO
Compatibility:Goods, Services, Trade Facilitation and Economic Cooperation: 32 (World Scientific Studies
in International Economics) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveystheir point in
anumber of way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve
iswell-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Thereforeit is easy to
understand then can go aong with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this particular Asian Free Trade Agreements and WTO Compatibility:Goods, Services, Trade
Facilitation and Economic Cooperation: 32 (World Scientific Studiesin International Economics) instantly.



M arc Dean:

This Asian Free Trade Agreements and WTO Compatibility:Goods, Services, Trade Facilitation and
Economic Cooperation: 32 (World Scientific Studiesin International Economics) is fresh way for you who
has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you
in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Asian Free
Trade Agreements and WTO Compatibility:Goods, Services, Trade Facilitation and Economic Cooperation:
32 (World Scientific Studiesin International Economics) can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by ssmply anyone. These books create itself in the form
and that is reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make
them fed tired even dizzy this guide isthe answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especialy this one.
Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't missit! Just read this e-book
type for your better life along with knowledge.
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