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In this carefully researched book William J. Cooper gives us a fresh perspective on the period between
Abraham Lincoln’s election in November 1860 and the firing on Fort Sumter in April 1861, during which all
efforts to avoid or impede secession and prevent war failed. Here is the story of the men whose decisions and
actions during the crisis of the Union resulted in the outbreak of the Civil War.

Sectiona compromise had been critical in the history of the country, from the Constitutional Convention of
1787 through to 1860, and was a hallmark of the nation. On several volatile occasions political leaders had
crafted solutions to the vexing problems dividing North and South. During the postel ection crisis many
Americans assumed that once again a political compromise would settle yet another dispute. Instead, in those
crucia months leading up to the clash at Fort Sumter, that tradition of compromise broke down and arapid
succession of events led to the great cataclysm in American history, the Civil War.

All Americans did not view this crisis from the same perspective. Strutting southern fire-eaters designed to
break up the Union. Some Republicans, crowing over their electoral triumph, evinced little concern about the
threatened dismemberment of the country. Still others—northerners and southerners, antislave and proslave
alike—strove to find an equitable settlement that would maintain the Union whole. Cooper captures the
sense of contingency, showing Americansin these months as not knowing where decisions would lead, how
events would unfold. The people who popul ate these pages could not foresee what war, if it came, would
mean, much less predict its outcome.

We Have the War Upon Us helps us understand what the major actors said and did: the Republican party, the
Democratic party, southern secessionists, southern Unionists; why the pro-compromise forces lost; and why
the American tradition of sectional compromise failed. It reveals how the major actors perceived what was
happening and the reasons they gave for their actions: Lincoln and Jefferson Davis, Stephen A. Douglas,
William Henry Seward, John J. Crittenden, Charles Francis Adams, John Tyler, James Buchanan, and a host
of others. William J. Cooper has written afull account of the North and the South, Republicans and
Democrats, sectional radicals and sectional conservatives that deepens our insight into what is still one of the
most controversia periodsin American history.
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From reader reviews:
Zachary Kirkland:

The book We Have the War Upon Us: The Onset of the Civil War, November 1860-April 1861 make one
feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
examining a book We Have the War Upon Us: The Onset of the Civil War, November 1860-April 1861 for
being your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. Y ou are able to know everything if you like available and read a guide We Have
the War Upon Us: The Onset of the Civil War, November 1860-April 1861. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Marjorie Cook:

Often the book We Have the War Upon Us: The Onset of the Civil War, November 1860-April 1861 will
bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the ideais very unique. In
case you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book We Have the War Upon Us:
The Onset of the Civil War, November 1860-April 1861 is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also
get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

L awrence Sawyer :

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled We
Have the War Upon Us. The Onset of the Civil War, November 1860-April 1861 your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in areserve then become one application form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The We Have the War Upon Us. The
Onset of the Civil War, November 1860-April 1861 giving you another experience more than blown away
your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better lifein this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning
agame. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

SheilaKilburn:

That book can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book We Have the War Upon Us: The Onset of the Civil
War, November 1860-April 1861 was colourful and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book
We Have the War Upon Us: The Onset of the Civil War, November 1860-April 1861 has many kinds or
type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe
you are the character on there. Therefore, not at al of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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