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Who were the Gnostics? And how did the Gnostic movement influence the development of Christianity in
antiquity? Is it true that the Church rejected Gnosticism? This book offers an illuminating discussion of
recent scholarly debates over the concept of “Gnosticism” and the nature of early Christian diversity.
Acknowledging that the category “Gnosticism” is flawed and must be reformed, David Brakke argues for a
more careful approach to gathering evidence for the ancient Christian movement known as the Gnostic
school of thought. He shows how Gnostic myth and ritual addressed basic human concerns about alienation
and meaning, offered a message of salvation in Jesus, and provided a way for people to regain knowledge of
God, the ultimate source of their being.

Rather than depicting the Gnostics as heretics or as the losers in the fight to define Christianity, Brakke
argues that the Gnostics participated in an ongoing reinvention of Christianity, in which other Christians not
only rejected their ideas but also adapted and transformed them. This book will challenge scholars to think in
news ways, but it also provides an accessible introduction to the Gnostics and their fellow early Christians.
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From reader reviews:

Martina Joseph:

The guide untitled The Gnostics: Myth, Ritual, and Diversity in Early Christianity is the e-book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Gnostics: Myth,
Ritual, and Diversity in Early Christianity from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free
time.

Theresa Adams:

This The Gnostics: Myth, Ritual, and Diversity in Early Christianity is great reserve for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having The Gnostics: Myth, Ritual, and Diversity in Early Christianity in your hand like obtaining the world
in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten
or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs.
active do you still doubt that?

Bradley Smith:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This reserve The Gnostics: Myth, Ritual, and Diversity in Early Christianity was filled
concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly
feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.

Tyron Lenahan:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the The Gnostics: Myth, Ritual, and Diversity in Early Christianity when you
necessary it?
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