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This volume introduces what has sometimes been called "the third component of western culture." It traces
the historical development of those religious traditions which have rejected a world view based on the
primacy of pure rationality or doctrinal faith, emphasizing instead the importance of inner enlightenment or
gnosis: a revelatory experience which was typically believed to entail an encounter with one's true self as
well as with the ground of being, God.

The contributors to this book demonstrate this perspective as fundamental to a variety of interconnected
traditions. In Antiquity, one finds the gnostics and hermetics; in the Middle Ages several Christian sects. The
medieval Cathars can, to a certain extent, be considered part of the same tradition. Starting with the Italian
humanist Renaissance, hermetic philosophy became of central importance to a new religious synthesis that
can be referred to as Western Esotericism." The development of this tradition is described from Renaissance
hermeticists and practitioners of spiritual alchemy to the emergence of Rosicrucianism and Christian
theosophy in the seventeenth century, and from post-enlightenment aspects of Romanticism and occultism to
the present-day New Age movement.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Nicholson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Gnosis and
Hermeticism from Antiquity to Modern Times (S U N Y Seris in Western Esoteric Traditions) is kind of e-
book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Gayle Meek:

The reserve with title Gnosis and Hermeticism from Antiquity to Modern Times (S U N Y Seris in Western
Esoteric Traditions) posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after
read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world.
This book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Jeff Jones:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Gnosis and Hermeticism from Antiquity to Modern Times (S U N Y Seris in
Western Esoteric Traditions) can make you feel more interested to read.

William Bell:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By
book Gnosis and Hermeticism from Antiquity to Modern Times (S U N Y Seris in Western Esoteric
Traditions) we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person
must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life by this book Gnosis and Hermeticism from Antiquity to Modern Times (S U N Y Seris in
Western Esoteric Traditions). You can more appealing than now.
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