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Not long after the 2001 terrorist attacks in New York City, Bertolt Brecht s name was on the lips of many
writing about Broadway. Invoked knowingly but not always knowledgeably Brecht became something
between marketing strategy and erudite justification for another season of Broadway musicals, another
ignominy endured by the German playwright whose epic theater has only seldom been understood in the
United States. To say that Brechtian and Broadway theatrical traditions represent divergence of philosophy,
method, or ambition is to indulge with the whimsy of Mark Twain in understatement. Nevertheless, many
references to Brecht since 2001 imply compatibility instead of contradiction a confusion or corruption that
suggested the need of looking closely at what Brecht wrote and intended in his epic theater more than
seventy years after his first and, unfortunately, typical experience with United States theater. Beginning with
the 1935 production of The Mother and moving through recent productions of political theater, including
The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui, Urinetown: The Musical, and My Name is Rachel Corrie, this anthology
considers the encounters of Brecht and Broadway in terms of dramaturgy, performance, and reception. The
essays in this anthology explore the political, cultural, and economic constraints shaping many of the
encounters of Brecht and Broadway in U.S. theater history. This means looking at how, in many cases, epic
theater has been co-opted and commodified by Broadway and what that commodification reveals about the
culture of theater. Simultaneously, this means theorizing how epic theater finds or can find ways of
providing a necessary bulwark against Broadway escapism, and what this suggests for the future of political
theater in the U.S. What results is a dialectical history tracing Brecht s encounters with Broadway, a history
that opens-up and debates the complicated and often conflicted influence of Bertolt Brecht on United States
theater. Dr. Westgate's book on Brecht and Broadway is an excellent study of the reception of Brecht's work
in the American theater and academe. Brecht, along with Moliere; Ibsen and Chekhov, is one of the most
frequently performed playwrights in translation in America. A thorough investigation of the trajectory of
Brecht stagings on Broadway has long been overdue. I am very grateful that Dr. Westgate has taken on the
task and arrived at such a splendid result. The book is a must reading for any serious Brecht scholar. Carl
Weber, Stanford Drama Department, Collaborator with Brecht at the Berliner Ensemble, Director of many
Brecht stagings in the U.S. This is a provocative collection of essays outlining the sometimes unexpected
connections between Brecht and the Broadway theatre. Like Brecht himself, these essays are playful,
argumentative, and productively dialectical in their contradictions. The book is both entertaining and
educational, and bound to provoke healthy debate. I recommend it as a demonstration of the ongoing
relevance of Brechtian theories of theatre to the analysis of mainstream commercial theatre.' Sean Carney,
Associate Professor, McGill University
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From reader reviews:

Lucinda Smith:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for us. The book Brecht, Broadway and United States Theater seemed to be
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The reserve Brecht, Broadway and United States Theater is not only giving you much
more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book Brecht, Broadway and United States
Theater. You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

William Manwaring:

The book untitled Brecht, Broadway and United States Theater contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author will take
you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Jared Williams:

You will get this Brecht, Broadway and United States Theater by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-
book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper
ways for you.

Wilma Shay:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying
to find the Brecht, Broadway and United States Theater when you essential it?
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