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What makes some presidents triumphant leaders and others disastrous failures? How has the presidency
evolved from the institution established by the Founding Fathers? Which president was the first to be elected
with no previous political experience? In this wonderfully engaging book, readers will discover the answers
to such questions and gain a rich understanding of the personalities, policies, and tragic flaws of our nation's
chief executives. With forty-one essays in all, by such eminent historians as Eric Foner, Joyce Appleby,
James Henretta, Alan Taylor, Jean Baker, Robert Dallek, Drew McCoy, and Karen Orren, THE READER'S
COMPANION showcases some of the most provocative interpretive history being written today. Was
Madison, for example, an indecisive bungler who led his country to war or a principled politician whose
leadership was appropriate to his time? Ranging from the tragedy of Hoover's administration to Johnson's
Great Society, from Carter's human rights agenda to the current administration's challenges, these engagingly
written pieces shed light on the hubris, and sometimes the brilliance, of our leaders. Fully illustrated with
timelines, data boxes, and short essays on presidential families, this book is an indispensable resource for the
serious historian and the curious reader alike.
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From reader reviews:

Christy McCurry:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Reader's Companion
to the American Presidency is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Harry Duffey:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one using
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the The Reader's Companion to the American
Presidency is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Doug Campbell:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to
reading a publication. The book The Reader's Companion to the American Presidency it is extremely good to
read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should
you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this
book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Brandon Giles:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
lot of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
will be The Reader's Companion to the American Presidency.
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