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In the radically changed and highly charged political atmosphere that has overtaken the United States?and to
varying degrees the rest of the world?since September 11, 2001, the notion that cultures can harmoniously
and productively coexist has come to seem like little more than aquaint fiction. In this time of heightened
animosity and aggression, have humanistic values and democratic principles becomeirrelevant? Are they
merely utopian fantasies? Or are they now more urgent and necessary than ever before?

Ever since the ascendancy of critical theory and multicultural studiesin the 1960s and 1970s, traditional
humanistic education has been under assault. Often condemned as the intolerant voice of the masculine
establishment and regularly associated with Eurocentrism and even imperialism, the once-sacred literary
canon is now more likely to be ridiculed than revered. While this seismic shift?brought on by advancesin
technological communication, intellectual specialization, and cultural sensitivity?has eroded the former
primacy of the humanities, Edward Said argues that a more democratic form of humanism?one that aims to
incorporate, emancipate, and enlighten?s till possible. A lifelong humanist, Said believed that self-
knowledge is the highest form of human achievement and the true goal of humanistic education. But he also
believed that self-knowledge is unattainable without an equal degree of self-criticism, or the awareness that
comes from studying and experiencing other peoples, traditions, and ideas.

Proposing areturn to philology and a more expansive literary canon as strategies for revitalizing the
humanities, Said contends that words are not merely passive figures but vital agentsin historical and political
change. Intellectuals must reclaim an active role in public life, but at the same time, insularity and
parochiaism, as well as the academic trend toward needless jargon and obscurantism, must be combated.
The "humanities crisis," according to Said, is based on the misperception that there is an inexorable conflict
between established traditions and our increasingly complex and diversified world. Y et this position fails to
recognize that the canonized thinkers of today were the revolutionaries of yesterday and that the nature of
human progress is to question, upset, and reform. By considering the emerging social responsibilities of
writers and intellectuals in an ever more interdependent world and exploring the enduring influence of Eric
Auerbach's critical masterpiece, Mimesis, Said not only makes a persuasive case for humanistic education
but provides his own captivating and deeply personal perspective on our shared intellectual heritage.
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From reader reviews:
Joanne Hall:

The e-book untitled Humanism and Democratic Criticism (Columbia Themesin Philosophy) is the e-book
that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
writer was did alot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Humanism and Democratic
Criticism (Columbia Themes in Philosophy) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

OliviaClinard:

This Humanism and Democratic Criticism (Columbia Themes in Philosophy) is great guide for you because
the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This specific book revedl it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can say
no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Humanism and Democratic Criticism (Columbia Themes in Philosophy) in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world
in ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt which?

Stuart Rosado:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can
choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of
book Humanism and Democratic Criticism (Columbia Themes in Philosophy). Y ou'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It ismost crucia that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a
other place.

Kim Romero:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. Y ou can choose often the book Humanism and Democratic Criticism (Columbia
Themes in Philosophy) to make your personal reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading
talent is devel oping when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the impression about book and reading especialy. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to
start a book and read it. Beside that the book Humanism and Democratic Criticism (Columbia Themesin
Philosophy) can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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