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Jewish humor mirrors the minds and hearts of the Jewish people. It reflects their joys and sorrows, hopes and
disappointments. Perhaps most significant, it demonstrates their willingness to poke fun at themselves, which
has no doubt enabled Jews to endure centuries of hardship with head held high and a smile on their collective
face.

In the Encyclopedia of Jewish Humor, hailed as a landmark work when first published, Henry D. Spalding
presents delightful anecdotes, quips, jokes, and yarns featuring the colorful folk who have added spice and
spirit to Jewish life from biblical to modern times. Some of the selections are pungent, many are scornful of
deceit and pretense, others are alive with brotherhood. Most are just downright hilarious.

In thirty-nine chapters, Spalding allows forty centuries of Jewish life to speak through characters we have all
grown to love. Here, you'll find the itinerant shnorrer who arrives in a small Lithuanian town late one Friday
afternoon with no place to stay; the Yiddishe papa whose task it is to instruct little Mortie in the ways of the
birds and bees; the congregant whose life's goal, it seems, is to make his rabbi miserable; the hypochondriac
who complains of ailments as yet undiscovered. The author (re)introduces us to the shlemiels and shlimazls,
rebbes and rebbetzins, mamas and papas, doctors and patients, marriage brokers and divorce lawyers,
yeshiva students and sisterhood presidents whose peculiar antics never fail to entertain.

In the preface to this classic work, Henry Spalding writes that the surest way to destroy humor is to analyze
it. So no more analyzing...Now it's time to read a little something!
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Gordon:

The book Encyclopedia of Jewish Humor: From Biblical Times to the Modern Age can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the best thing like a book Encyclopedia of Jewish Humor: From Biblical Times to the Modern Age? Several
of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you
take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Encyclopedia of Jewish
Humor: From Biblical Times to the Modern Age has simple shape however you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Kathleen Owen:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Encyclopedia of Jewish Humor: From Biblical
Times to the Modern Age seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Encyclopedia of Jewish Humor: From
Biblical Times to the Modern Age is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication.
Try to make relationship while using book Encyclopedia of Jewish Humor: From Biblical Times to the
Modern Age. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Bobbi Brunner:

Typically the book Encyclopedia of Jewish Humor: From Biblical Times to the Modern Age has a lot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Alan Sarno:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is usually Encyclopedia of Jewish Humor: From Biblical Times to the Modern Age.
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