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This is a graphic account of one soldier’s service in the First World War – an account that is based on a diary
he maintained whilst on active service. It has been described by one senior officer as “the best soldier’s story
I have yet read in Australia”. H.R. Williams enlisted in 1915, joining ‘A’ Company, 56th Battalion AIF.
With this unit he would see service in Egypt and then the Western Front – participating in some of the
biggest battles of the First World War.

Arriving in France on 30 June 1916, the battalion entered the front line trenches for the first time on 12 July
and fought its first major battle at Fromelles a week later. The battle was a disaster, resulting in heavy
casualties across the division. Despite these losses the 5th Division continued to man the front in the
Fromelles sector for a further two months.

After a freezing winter manning trenches in the Somme Valley, in early 1917 the 56th Battalion participated
in the advance that followed the German retreat to the Hindenburg Line. It was spared the assault but did,
however, defend gains made during the second battle of Bullecourt. Later in the year, the AIF’s focus of
operations switched to the Ypres sector in Belgium. The 56th’s major battle here was at Polygon Wood on
26 September.

With the collapse of Russia in October 1917, a major German offensive on the Western Front was expected
in early 1918. This came in late March and the 5th Division moved to defend the sector around Corbie.

Once the German offensive had been defeated, the Allies launched their own offensive in August 1918. he
56th fought its last major battle of the war, St. Quentin Canal, between 29 September and 2 October 1918. It
was resting out of the line when the Armistice was declared on 11 November.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Gonzales:

The book with title An Anzac on the Western Front: The Personal Recollections of an Australian
Infantryman from 1916 to 1918 has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after
read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of
the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book
with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Daniel Trimble:

Beside this An Anzac on the Western Front: The Personal Recollections of an Australian Infantryman from
1916 to 1918 in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like
an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have An Anzac on the Western Front: The
Personal Recollections of an Australian Infantryman from 1916 to 1918 because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book as
well as read it from right now!

Michael Thompson:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book An Anzac on the Western Front: The Personal
Recollections of an Australian Infantryman from 1916 to 1918 was bright colored and of course has pictures
on there. As we know that book An Anzac on the Western Front: The Personal Recollections of an
Australian Infantryman from 1916 to 1918 has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not
at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best
book for you personally and try to like reading in which.

Jeremy Hutchings:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of
book An Anzac on the Western Front: The Personal Recollections of an Australian Infantryman from 1916
to 1918. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can
bring you from one destination for a other place.
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